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It is clear from these responses that there is a widespread perception that

associational life has increased during the period of the campaign of course we have to be
careful about attributing these trends to the campaign itself since it is not possible here to
control for other factors at work.(6) Yet when we look at these results more carefully, the
distribution of associational activity appears to match the campaigns goal of expanding
nontraditional vehicles of participations. Thus while the civil society organizations that
have historically played the most active role in Kerala labour unions, political parties and
political party affiliated mass organizations and women's organizations, which
traditionally have not been as central to political life in different states as unions and
parties. (7)

The increase in activity of women's organizations would appear to be directly tied
to sustained efforts by the SPB to encourage women's involvement in the campaign. On
the other hand, when one considers that Kerala has a high density of NGO'S tied to the
Christian, Muslim and Hindu communities and that these organizations have a lomng tract
record of civic-minded activity, it is just as plausible that the campaign provided new
opportunities for these groups to mobilize.

Local Democracy:

In the section we discussed the depth, quality and process of participation. The
literature on participation has demonstrated that even in "Mature" democracies,
participation rates are highly uneven across socio-economic groups (Verba, schlozman
and Brady 1995) cause studies and surveys in India have found that caste and gender
present particularly significant barriers to participation (Agrawal, 2001; chhibber, 2003,
Jayal 2001; seema and mukherjee 2000).(8) Mechanisms of social exclusion include
coercion intimidation, various forms of "social purdah" or deficit in the individual skills
and self confidence to participate directly and openly in political life. Moreover even
when ordinary citizen do participation, the selectivity of governance institutions
intervenes between citizen preferences and policy outputs.

Data collected by the state planning Board from all 1990 panchayats for the first

years of the campaign how that 10.3% ofthe electorate participated in the first annual
Gram sabha in 1996 and 10.6% in 1997. (9) The social composition of the campaign
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improved drastically in the SC/ST participation was well below the average rate (relative
participation was 0.53 with 1.0 = participation rate of the general population) by the
second year it was 1.44 meaning that SC/ST is were participating in greater proportions
that non- SCs similarly women's relatives participation increased from0.57 to 0.82 with
women constituting 40% of all participants in 1997-98. (10)

Success of Democracy:

India is a very plural country with much different social, religious cultural and
linguistic expressions. In relation to this throughout its history and until today, India has
suffered of constant religious, caste and regional tensions that have made it difficult both
to administer and hold together.

India has an immense diversity; India has at least 114 languages (Loc 20047) is a
religiously plural society (Brown1985: 17) where even its main religions, Hinduism and
Islam, have variations within themselves and is made up of many different castes and sub
castes. (11) In some cases this ethnic diversity and social structure has led to tensions and
conflict throat the country. Example of this is the Hindu-Sikh problems in Punjab (varshney
1998:3) the violence related to caste in equalities in the Hindu heartland (kohli2001:15)
the tribal insurgencies in Telangana and Maharashtra the increas ing activism of the so
called backward castes (kohli 2001:15) the violent protests of the sons of the soil
movements in Assam (Bhaumik, 2007:1) the presence of Maoists rebels in Chhattisgarh
(Mohammed Ali 2006: 1) and of course the Hindu- Muslim conflict marked by was with
Pakistan, Muslim separatist group in Kashmir.

Democracy's challenge:

There are still a number of challenges for democracy and its consolidation. In
particular, the analysis done above focuses on India at the national level; at the state level
the some things can't be said about democracy.

Some states in India have had periods of authoritarianism where "the central
government has taken over their administration, elections have been suspended, citizens
have been denied their basic civil and political rights and independent associations and
organizations were carefully watch and in some cases brutally suspended. (12)

It is here where democracy stops working when conflicts are not peacefully
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