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Civil Society And Democrati

C Change In India

Mr. Shaikh Gafoor Ahmed.
(Dept. of Political Science)

Milliya College, Beed. (M.S)

' The re-emerging
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[l)gﬂ") and with the consolidation of
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p.nl‘ic(ic:‘ :1'[“: RS .N‘(l()'s all over the world. these
\ - supported almost unanimously by
dn.'mwmllcull_\' clected leaders all over the world. The
-\K-urld Bank has through the application of the c0|.1ccpl
good povernance™ chan ged its neo-liberalism into a more
and social theory influenced by
4 and civil society theory. Through its
cnormous direetand indirect influence the World Bank
more or less forees its debtors and its member countries
1O aceept

|
“has in
al social
aneo-liberal regime
he new millennium
some of its impetus.
an important part of

: F_ﬂ the term “civil society’
astrong dominance of liber

compley economie
Imsttutionalism

wood eovernance” as a Key component of
both dexy cloped and dey eloping economies. thereby also
assigning importance o the role of the civil socicl-_\' asa
facilitator of both democracy and market cconomy.,
I 1947 when India gained her independence from
colonial rule. the choice of parliamentar democracy
and aumiversal franchise for such a poor. vast and largely
iliteraie nation was considered loolhardy by many
obseryers. at home and abroad. Nevertheless the [irst
cencrdl election was held with great rigour enthusiasm
and success e 19320 [n the meantime. a constitution
rellecting the political and ideological goals of the new
nation had been adopted. It was authored by the
constituent Assembly made up of 299 members who
represented the enormous class. religious and linguistic
diversity of India’s population and who after much
debate and deliberation set out theframework for India’s
[uture as a republic and parliamentary democracy:.
onshrined within it were the principles of the
scparation of powers. universal Indian citizens with
constitutional rights. equality before the law. the
separation ol eivil and military powers. and the necessity
[or political competition, The press remains as free as
any in the world and contributes to a lively and highly
contested public sphere. So according to the democratic

checklist of institutional arrangements, India’s

demaocratic sy stem is in a reasonable shape.
CIVILSOCIETY: -

1he participation of citizens. rule of law. and the
responsibilits of the state in ensuring basic freedoms.
material security and education. Itis evident that India’s
heterodox policy of a mixed economy of planned

economic development and liberalization has put it at

the high table of emergent powers in the world. but the
positive effect of this are yet to reach the majority ¢l

Indians. in particular the poorest citizens.

Many of those in power have severely abuscd
their position. transgressing trust and probity as
scandals of corruption. bribes and kick backs are reyealed
daily. While some of this corruption is widely regarded
as inevitable transactional costs the mere serious
consequences have been felt by what has been called an
“economy of influence™ namely the nexus of
corporations. politicians and the press who have collude
to boaster entrenched interests and weaken institutions.
' The challenge of promoting direct participation is
particularly acute in contexts where the authority el
the modern rational-legal state is contested by various
forms of social power. Under such conditions. even
when representatives democratic institutions are wel
established. basic rights of association are distorted by
pervasive vertical dependencies reatilized forms of
social exclusion and the public legality, ©

The literature associative democracy has
devcloped rich theoretical arguments for the rale tht
civil society can play in improving the depth and scope
of democracy. ® At the most fundamental level. the
argument boils down to cereating the spaces in which
associational autonemy can flourish and can <hape
public choices. Such spaces must be both dilferentiate
from state control and from primary social structures:
and they must also be linked to public authority. This
is indeed the double meaning of what Avritzer (2002)
has called “Participatory Publics.” We have already
examined the extent to which inputs that emerge from
civil society are translated into policy outputs. In this
[inal scction we turn to the question of associational -
autonomy. To what extent has the campaign increased
the space within which previously marginalized ar
excluded groups can meaningfully partake in public life?

One of the more intriguing claims made in favor of
participatory governance is that it has positive spillover
effects for civie engagement. ¥
Civil society and Democratization:- :

It easier for civil society to have an impact on
public affairs. civil society actors face [ewer costs and
have greater incentives to organize. This crowding in
effect has for example been documented in the case ¢f
participatory budgeting in Porto Alerge (Brazil) which
has witnessed a significant increase in associational
activity since (Baiocchi. 2003) in order to aggress what
impact the campaign has had on civil society. we asked
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