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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN : A SERIOUS PROBLEM IN MODERN INDIA

Syed Tanvir Badruddin
Asst. Professor in Sociology,

Milliya Art’s ,Sci.&Mang. Sci., College, Beed 431122

Introduction

n of reproductive age group in India view wife-beating as justified. Domestic
violence that is any act of physical, sexual, or psychological abuse, or the threat of such abuse,
woman by a person intimately connected to her throug

has its root in the socio-cultural set up of thesociety.v
According to Davis in the Encyclopedia of Social Work,
women, including single and married women and wo
p.789). For years violence against women has been exc|

inflicted against 3

ngly public concern.
"The most affected victims, physically and psychologically, are

men separated or divorced from their partners" (Davis, 1995,
uded from everyday conversations for many reasons. Women of

Methodology :-

The present research paper is based on secondar

y data. Which is collected from the books, lournals, news paper,
websites, Internet , etc,

Objective:-
To study the nature, extent and incidence of domestic violence against women.

Violence against women:-

The Semantic meaning of viclence against wemen is di
which are directed specifically against women and in
Women".

rect or indirect physical or mental cruelty to women.
which only women are victims are characterized as Crime

Crimes

Apainst
g

The United Nations defined “Violence against Women”
Women. It defines it as any act of gender-based violen
psychological harm or suffering to women, incl
whether occurring in public or private life,

in 1893 in Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against

ce that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexuai or

uding threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty,

Not only is gender-based violence on the rise, it has also taken on insidious forms that are justified in the name of faith,
community, even development. In India, accerding to the National Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB) 2005 Crime Clock,
there is:

1 crime committed against women every three minutes
1 molestation case every 15 minutes

1 sexual harassment case every 53 minutes

1 kidnapping and abduction case every 23 minutes

1 rape case every 29 minutes

And those are only the reported and recorded statistics. What's more:

Four out of 10 women in India have experienced violence in the home.

6
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Ahte ol wonmen hove sattered at least one cident ot physical or prycholopical violence i thoe We 207 bave
|~\]N‘”‘"""d at least one moderate torm of physical violence More than S0% of prepoant wormen bave ezpenenced

Lovere violent phy=tcalbinpuries

According to the NCREL approximately 6,000 women are killed in India every year hecavse of dowey Unofficiat

entimates are as high s 19,000 deaths g year In other words, between 16 and AQ wormen die overy day becanse of
dowry.

shocking as these hpures are, they are actually o gross underestimation of the actual situation, because crimes against
women are highly under-reported. in india, there are 496,514,346 (2001 Census of India) pirls and women. 1 all of them
experiente sexual hatassment just once a year, and report it, the fipure would be stapgering

Domestic violence and women:-

The term, domestic violence, it seems has been derived to express the condition of women in the world of patriarchy, it
is exclusively attached to women because 80 to 90% victims of domestic violence are women. dorestic viclence is
defined as physical, emational, sexual and financial abuse experienced by an adult woman within her home. In recent
years, there has been a greater understanding of the problem of domestic violence, its causes and consequences, and
an international consensus has developed on the need to deal with the issue.

There are certain rights guaranteed to women under article 14, 15 and 21 of Indian Constitution based on which an act

was intraduced titled Protection of Women from Domestic ViolenceAct, 2005. According to this act Domestic violence

means any act, omission or commission or conduct of the respondent shall constitute violence if it, i. Harms or injures
or endangers the healthy safety, life, limb or well-being, whether mental orphysical of aggrieved person or tends to do
so and includes causing physical abuse, sexual abuse, verbal and emotional abuse and economic abuse; or ii. Harasses,
harms, injuries or endangers the aggrieve person with a view to coerce her or anyother person related to her to meet
any unlawful demand for any dowry or other property or valuable security; or iii. Has the effect of threatening the
aggrieved person or nay person related to her by any conduct mentioned in clause (a) or clause (b); or iv. Otherwise
injuries or causes harm, whether physical or mental, to be aggrieved person.

Causes of Domestic Violence:-

There are a number of causes of domestic violence against women. Thesecauses range from the trivial to bizarre anc
include mainly the following —

1. Not doing house-work properly
2. Dressing fashionably
3. Jealousy of husband
4. Husband’s alcoholism
5. Dowry Demands
6. Husband’s mistress
7. High tone during dialogue
8. Refusal to bring money from parent’s house
9. Partial fulfillment or non-fulfiliment of promises made at thetime of marriage.
10. Doubt of love affairs before marriage.
11. Doubt of extra-marital relations
12. Resistance for abnormal sexual behaviour of the husband
13. No child bearing capability
14. Birth of girl child repeatedly
15. Husband economically dependent on parents
16. Husband has problems at work place.
17. Sexual difficulties
18. Attitude towards women in society
19. Gender discrimination
20. Faulty Customs and Traditions
21. lll-health or lack of beauty.
22. Uneducated or illiteracy among women
In addition to the reasons listed above there may also be a long list ofreasons which are not identified orreportec
the victims of domestic violence.
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Different Forms of Domestic Violence:-

Domestic violence is not only about physical injury to a spouse or partner. The physical aspect is just one type of violent

behavior that an individual encounters. The primary aim of an abuser is to dominate his victim. He will seck to

accomplish this in whatever way possible. Domestic violence (DV) against women is a global problem without cultural,

geographic, religious, social, economic or national boundaries. Gender-based violence is considered one of the most
serious violations of human rights and is a widespread phenomenon which does not discriminate based on race,
religion, ethnicity or language. Violence against women as a social problem -mostly within close/immediate social
settings — has serious consequences affecting not only female victims’ physical and emotional health, and social well-
being, but has considerable effects on children, family and society as whole Therefore, domestic violence can also be
emotional, sexual, financial, etc. in nature.

Physical Abuse:-

Domestic violence is usually synonymous with physical abuse because it is the most common form of violence. It is also
the most obvious. In this case, the abuser physically attacks his spouse or partner from time to time. This kind of abuse
also builds up over time. What initially starts as slapping and punching may escalate into a situation where there is a
threat to the victim's life. There are a broad range of behaviors that come under the beading of physical abuse including
action such as punching; hitting; biting; pinching hair out; pushing ;shoving; burning and strangling. An attacker may
also be inclined to use weapons to assault his spouse.

EmotionalAbuse :-

Emotional or psychological abuse is another way for an abuser to gain control over his victim. The abuser may indulge
in verbal abuse such as name calling, shouting, shaming, and blaming the victim for something she did not do. The non-
verbal aspect involves isolation, humiliation, -intimidation, etc. The abuser aims to make his partner lose her
independence and self-esteem. Many abuse women define the psychological effects of domestic abuse as having a
‘more profound effect on their lives-even where there have been life-threatening or disabling physical violence. Despite
this, there is almost always pressure to define domestic abuse in terms of actual or threatened, physical violence.

Sexual Abuse :-

Rape and sexual abuse is common in abusive relationships a women’s right to consent is likely to be ignored. In fact
evidence suggests that 45% of all rape is committed by current partners and these incidents are less likely to come to
the attention of the police than those committed by strangers.

Sexual abuse refers to a situation in which one partner is forced to take part in unwanted, unsafe, or degrading sexual
activity. Sexual abuse is considered the hidden form of abuse since victims rarely speak up.Research also indicates that
women who are raped by their husbands or partners are likely to suffer severe psychological affects because of the
prolonged level of fear they are likely to experience .

Financial Abuse:-

Financial abuse may also be a part of the abusive behavior pattern. In this type of abuse, the abuser retains control of
the entire financial situation in the household. The abuser will often give the victim a small amount of money as an
allowance and make her account for the entire amount. At times, he may refuse to give his partner any money at all.
This could eventually lead to a stage where the abuser denies his victim necessities like food, clothing, shelter, and
medical aid.

Financial abuse also encompasses those cases where a partner is prevented from working or the abuser constantly tries

to sabotage her career. Abusers may even steal money from their victim's accounts or use assets of the victim without
her consent.

Various legislation for safeguarding the women:-

There are various legislation has been incorporated regarding the safeguarding of the women. Various Legislation for
safeguarding crime against women, classified under two categories:
The Crime under Indian Penal Code (IPC):

i Rape (Section 376 IPC)

ii. Kidnapping and abduction for specified purpose (Section 363-373 IPC)

iii. Homicide for dowry, Dowry death or their attempts. (Sec. 302/304-B IPC)
iv. Torture both mental and physical (Sec.498-A —IPC)
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Approach towards safety of women:-

To increase reporting of rape and assault cases: To increase 1he 1e00ITng
the women and children. They must be educate on therr !
cases. Theie are many violent cases but due to stigma in the

Law enforcement agencies: Law enforces should be well t
women and children cases

gxemplary punishment: Punishment of every culprit need to T
offenders. More and more fast track court should establish.

proper planning of the city: Every city should be planned in 2 very sped
director of Dethi 's Centre for Social Research, only 37% of the city was Sver pis
with no proper lighting or development,” she said last week. "There are ma
Indian Police system: Neither the Centre nor States have bee
records shows that only 14 states have either enacted the New
SC's suggestion.

-113

&

Conclusion:-

Domestic Violence against women in India is becoming more frequent 2ng |
responsibility falls on the shoulders of our social workers. But the
themselves. They must arganise themselves. They have borne the tyranny of

3

(1)

crusade.
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