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EZCliﬁ.Where men are considered‘superior to women in aspects of physical and rpental
paoi 1t'1es. With the backdrop of such societal structure, women are often considered
second-tier citizens, fit assume only domesticated roles.
Re!lglous Dictates: religious constraint imposed by the society on marriage customs,
mainly suitability of groom has a contributing factor towards the dowry problem. These
constraints do not condone inter- religious marriages or even between different religious
sects and a suitable groom has to be found from the same religious backgrounds. These
restrictions limit the number of suitable matches.
Social Constraints: Aside from similar religious backgrounds, further constrains are
imposed based on caste system and social status. Practices like caste endogamy and clan
exogamy, has to be kept in mind while arranging a match. Preferred matches have to
belong to the same caste, different clan and same or higher social standings.
Social Status of women: the inferior social standing of women in Indian society is so
deep rooted in the psyche of the nation, that this treatment of them as mere commodities
is accepted without question, not only by the family but by the women themselves.
When marriage is viewed as the ultimate achievement for women, evil practices like

dowry takes its roots deeper in the society. ©

Solution to Dowry System:
Law;-Several laws have been enacted to prohibit the practice of dowry and the

injustice against women stemming from it. The dowry prohibition act was passed on
20" may, 1961 with an aim to eradicate the evil practice from the society. The act
declares not only the practice of accepting dowry unlawful, but also penalizes giving of
the same. It includes property, valuable security like cash and jewelry exchanging hand
during the marriage. Making demands of dowry [ am punishable by a minimum
imprisonment of 5 years and a minimum fine of 15,000 rupees. Incidences of cruelty by
the husband or his family against the wife have been addressed in the section 498A of
the Indian penal code and Section 198A in the Criminal procedure code.

Enforcement: it is never enough to just infroduce acts and amend sections to fight
against a social evil. This requires strict and ruthless enforcement of such laws. That
aspect still leaves a lot be desired. Although such allegations are taken very seriously by
the authorities, lack of proper investigative procedures often leads to the accused going
free. The government needs to ensure a zero-tolerance policy for such offenders and
ensure enforcement of the law through systemic changes.

Social Awareness- creating a widespread awareness against the evils of the dowry
system is key step towards eradicating the practice. Campaigns should be designed to
reach the deepest strata of the society and aim to spread knowledge about the legal

provisions against dowry. . | .
Education and self-dependence of women: education is not just required to find your

vocation in life, it is essential to again eyes and ears to a world beyond the one you can

408

Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



