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Introduction

There was such a fixed period in India’s ancient history in which women’s place was very important. This epoch means
the period of the powers of women It was the epoch of hunters in the ancient India The hunters production method
in this period was backward (under developed) its production of food was uncertain but later on women discovered
agriculture. The credit of catching the attention of very backward production method like hunters to the highly
agriculturally developed method in society goes to women only. This selected (fertile) and alluvial agricultural land of
the bank of Sindhu River was discovered by women only. The roaming tribes were made stable only because of this
revolutionary discovery. Society dominated by women i.e. matriarchal society was relatively based more on the
equality between women and men. But his glorious matriarchal society came to an end later on. A conflict took place
between old matriarchy had to accept her defeat in it Because men had started the method of producing more in the
apriculture with the help of cattle keeping aside the alluvial land. Men’s power rose from this happening only in India
The system of four castes came into existence along with it. The conversion of our castes in the ancient society took
place in the caste-system Society was entangled into the new fetters of castes The biggest victims of all the caste
walems were women A woman was the gateway to the caste-system Very enormous restrictions were imposed on
woamen in order to maintain the caste system Women were bound up with the channels of various religious traditions
Even though there were different classes and castes in society there was basically & difference between every class or
mntermal distinction between men and women in their respective castes Women's place 15 secondary and subordinate
toaman’s place and there 15 a manly domimance on every woman

For contaress women in india have been deliberately denied opportunmities of growth in the name o independence
women were prey o many abhorrent costoms, iraditional eiidities and vices due to which their status in the SOCINtY
tauched i nadie At the personal ool glan, women were victim of widespread iliteracy. feeble health, segregation n
the dark and dingy rooms in the name of ‘purdah’ Most women were reduced to dumb driver cattle and led ap
inhumane, beastly hte Women sultered from the denial ol reedom even in their awn haves, since long women have

been depoved from deasion making Thea potentials temam largely uniecogmzed and ther contributions are often

overcooked As long as women must depend on her husband for her exastence. hor home will be his castle and he will

be her master, she has no chance to give equal bghts Women have to play her role in difterent spheres of hfg hke in
politics, family, in business, 10 education and many other fields But i each hield women show thewr ethc
and honesty in all fields of she has opporumties 1o prove hersell We tocus on the vanisus sectors of her

conmtion

like Raja ram Mohan Roy Swami Sahajanand Ishwarchandia, Vidy : I
Saraswaty Swanu Vivekananda not only started political movement b
Mohan Roy was the symbol of this new era The process of Renais
shape to political, social, religious, cultural and economical hields Al :

Or B R Ambedkar play active role for empowerment of women G

Of course taday we people are hving i modern era, it s an era of
of her condition specially women from mntmﬁc




nta Benarji, ‘Na apatekar, Ir

are also nvolving in human development issues of child r :

ai.am have gone into the making and marketing of a range d'f cottage prodt :

3 economic empowerment of women is being regarded these d'aVSﬁas' a sine-quo non ‘
. the issue of economic empowerment of women is of paramount importance to politica

A Empowerment is social action process that promotes participation of individual groups in aining of pe
~ to take control over their lives in their community. It involves access Lo resources, results inn ta Increase ]
" in decision making and bargaining power and increased control over benefits resources and own life
confidence, self esteem and self respect increased well being. Multifold concept that includes economics, soc
political empowerment .The importance of women to the economic development of India was first recognized
countries struggle to independence. For economic empowerment it 1s necessary for women Lo have access to control
over productive resource and to ensure some degree of financial autonomy. To achieve, the grass root level wom
empowerment, women's mind set of depending must be changed so that they become conscious of their abilities

"’lge themselves, their families, their community. Where empowerment would lie becoming creative dependent
wRviduals. The year was /975 was declared as ‘Year for women ‘also decade from 1975t01985 was declared as a
empowerment of women received a fillip .The year 2001 was declared as a
he 6th five year plan onward that woman secured a special niche
primarily with thrusts on health, education and employment of

decade for women During this period, the
year of women empowerment 1 T Was only from t
and space in the national plants and planning process

women
ognized and accepted as a Distinct
f social empowerment economic
d social pohtics

A paradigm shift occurred in the eight plan where Empowerment of women was 1ec

strategy The Tenth five plan,2002/2007 called for the three pronged strategy o
empowerment and providing gender justice to create an enabling environment of positive economic an

for women

Steps taken in India for the women empowerment:

an: To provide training and <kills to women ta facilitate them to obtain employment

tional Credit Fund for women set up in 1993 It aims to facilitates
omen to start income generating activity such as dairy, agriculture,

s Swanwslamb
+ Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RMK): RMK or Na
ciodit support or micro finance to pcor w
shop keepimg and handcrafts.
e Swadhar: Scheme launched in 2001-02 by the central povernment to
. so e onen o difficult circumstances
e« lanani Suraksha programme: Modified form of the national maternity benefits scheme provide for 100%
i iw~istance to the states financial benefils of R~ 500 per pregnancy
« Swayamsiddha: The objectives of scheme are establishment of self help group regarding the status health
nutcition and education of women and their control over resources IMproving access to micro finance

« Self Help Group: SHG's have now involved as movements for unreached poor Bk

« Ramai Mahila Shakshamikaran (SCP): Through the programme,
women’s empowerment, social awareness, entrepreneurship

e Tejaswini Maharashtra Rural Women Empowerment Pr
new programme for MAVIM supported by IFAD known a
stability and sustainability to SHG movement

of these schemes to provide strength to ‘tlﬁe'selffr helj

hould bt fore preferendel v e gl

provide holistic and integrated services
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