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Dr. Ambedkar and democratic
Thought for Nation.

Mr. Shaikh Hussain Imam
Asst. Prof. (Dept of History)
Milliya Arts Science & Management
Science College Beed.
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Key Words: -

Views of Democracy, Constitutionalism,
Social justice, Social Reforms, Prophet of
Nationalism, Dalit Difference as Political
Strategy for the Annihilation of Caste, The
Depressed Classes of India, a Nation builder.
Introduction:-

Dr Ambedkar was influenced by Lord
Buddha and his teachings. Buddhist outlook of
life influenced Dr. Ambedkar to a great extent.
Buddhist doctrines of Annicca (transitoriness)
and Annatta (egolessness) made Dr. Ambedkar
adopt a scientific and humanitarian outlook. He
believed in the Buddhist teaching that man was
the master of his own destiny. One could
overcome suffering and pain by continuous
action. Dr. Ambedkar penned down the book
“Buddha and his Dhamma” highlighting the
Buddhist ideology.

John Dewey, Dr. Ambedkar’s mentor at
Columbia University, moulded Ambedkar’s
thought processes. It was Dewey who
encouraged a pragmatic approach to life.
Dewey’s emphasis on activist epistemology and
concept of instrumentalism appealed to Dr.
Ambedkar. The Deweyian idea of democracy as
“associated life2” greatly influenced
Ambedkar’s writings on society and caste. Dr.
Ambedkar was also influenced by Karl Marx anj
his theory of class struggle. HOWever, he differe
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yithamon the nature of exploitation to which
the struggling classes are subjected. According
to Ambedka.r, apart from economic exploitation,
the struggllr}g classes were also subjected to
social exploitation. Moreover, Ambedkar tried
to distinguish between class and caste.

Justice Ranade too had an impact on Dr.
Ambedkar’s thinking. Ranade’s philosophy
taught Dr. Ambedkar to abandon the imaginary.
It taught him to pursue those ideals that were
pragmatic. In politics, one must give equal
importance to sentiments and temperament of
people as compared to intellect and theory.
Lastly, in political negotiations one must
proceed with the thinking of what is possible.
One must not compromise on one’s principles

Apart from these, Dr. Ambedkar was
greatly influenced by Jyotiba Phule who
propounded that all men were equal by birth.
Dr. Ambedkar held Phule in high esteem as he
had started the first school for women. Dr.
Ambedkar dedicated his book “Who were the
Shudras?” to Phule and his extraordinary work
in the field of social reform. J.S. Mill’s idea of
freedom of thought made Ambedkar realize the
vitality of individual initiative and personal
responsibility. Dr. Ambedkar believed in realist
school of political thought. Lastly, he was
assured.about the positive role education could
play in empowering the depressed classes by
creating awareness about their political rights
and by raising their cultural level.

- Views of Democracy:

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s description of a
democracy is multi-dimensional. Democracy, in
common usage is often related to political
democracy. The principle on which political
democracy operates is one man one vote.
However, Dr. Ambedkar’s perception of
democracy is different, formed after a
penetrative analysis of the political, social and
economic conditions prevailing in India during

his life and times.
Several western thinkers made a

distinction between state and society, state and
the Government and state and nation. Dr.
Ambedkar, however, went a step ahead. His
concern was the constituent elements that
formed these entities i.e. the people. He was
more concerned about the socio-economic
position of people in the society. He believed
that terms such as nation, country and state were
nebulous. According to him, “nation”, in the
philosophical sense, did convey a unit.
Sociologically speaking, it comprised of people
belonging to multiple classes. Freedom of the
nation meant freedom for all the different
multiple classes constituting it. Dr. Ambedkar
was well aware of the fact that freedom of the
nation did not always translate into freedom for
all classes. He was of the opinion that
considering India “a nation” would be a great
delusion. He raised a single question “How can
people divided into several thousands of castes
be a nation? “ He felt that one should quickly
recognize this fact. Accepting this fact would
be the first step towards uniting the people
(divided by multiple castes) into a nation.®

Dr. Ambedkar opined that a political
democracy was an extension of the society for
which the political democracy is established. For
instance, in India itseif, birth of a person in a
particular caste decided his/ her status rather
than the person’s ability. Distinctions of high
status and low status in society create a social
hierarchy based on birth. Sociai equality in India
was disturbed due to emergence of the caste
system. Indian social structure was based on
the caste system. “Brahmins” sat at the top of
the hierarchal social system. They were followed
by “kshatriyas” and “vaishyas”. At bottom ofthe
social pyramid were “Shudras” and the
untouchables. Each slot in the social pyramid
had a definite set of functions pre-determined
for the members of that particular slot to
perform. Performance of these pre-determined
functions or duties was imperative to ensure the
smooth running of the Indian (or more
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specifically the Hindu) social order. However,
here’s the catch, each slot in the pyramid did
not enjoy similar status. “Brahmins” were
considered to be knowledgeable and were held
in high esteem.
- Constitutionalism and B. R. Ambedkar:-
Constitutionalism is not all about
governance as it also provides contested ideas
and practices concerning justice, rights,
development and associational autonomy. It is
commonly conceived to be the idea that there
are legal restraints on the exercise of political
authority.? It places limits on the state action
and conformity with the constitution becomes
aguiding principle. B. R. Ambedkar believed that
Constitution is not just a written text but it can
be an effective toot to ensure justice and
equality to all the sections of society especially
to the down-trodden sections of society. He
wished to achieve several objectives with the
help of constitutional provisions and, in fact,
certain provisions can be traced which clearly
reflects the influence of his vision on the Indian
Constitution - the main task undertaken in this
paper. However, it is not necessary that both
Constitution and constitutionalism exist
together, for instance, the Constitution of India
gives great importance to Right to Freedom
(Article 19-22). But anindividual even does have
right to choose their life partner freely which is
most evident in the large episodes of honor
killings. This fact can be further observed in the
various prevailing religion-based, caste-based
and lineage-based customs and practices which
have been continued to violating the basic rights
of an individual in the post-colonial society.”®
Constitution in India has been framed in
such a way in the post-colonial period that it
makes endeavour to fulfill those expectations
which were created by its people while they were
under the yoke of the Britishers. Post-colonialist
constitutions therefore have an agenda of
development and even stand for the social
change. Perhaps, this is why Myron Weiner, a

wel.l-known c.ons.tltuyonal expert, says that T
Indian Constitution is more than 3 set of ry|
guiding behaviour; it is a kind of charter.,, 5 ses
of goals and expectations. It is largely rEgardee;
a living thing which has continuously remaineg
in the process of accommodating the necessity
of time. @

‘Dr. Ambedkar and Social Justice:

India, a democratic state adopted ,
mixed economy post-independence. |t Wished
to walk the path of a welfare state. Dr.
Ambedkar, fondly known as the “the champion
of social justice”, was the pioneer of social
justice in India. He added fresh perspective to
the concept of social justice and set out to codify
his idea of social justice by playing a crucial roje
in drafting the constitution of India. For Dr.
Ambedkar social justice was incidental to the
ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity. For him
social justice was similar to mutual respect,
equal dignity, human equality, equal and just
distribution of public goods, mutual sympathy
and a fair and just society without any form of
discrimination. As mentioned earlier, for Dr.
Ambedkar political democracy was to be based
on social democracy.

It was this social democracy that would
ensure social justice for its citizens. Why? Social
democracy identified the trinity of “equality,
liberty and fraternity” as sacred and key
principles of life. The three ideals worked in
tandem without being divorced from each other.
Equality, as an ideal, was dear to Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. As a child, Dr. Ambedkar (a Dalit by
birth) was a victim of social injustice — he was
denied equal treatment in school. As he grew
up, in a!l walks of life he had to face
discrimination on the basis of caste. Thus, it
became his life mission to ensure that his Dalit
brothers and sisters as well as other backward
and downtrodden classes were treated ECIUf*”V
in the society without any discrimination. “On
the social plane, we have in India a society baS_Ed
on the principle of graded inequality which
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means elevation for some and degradation for
others. How long shall we continue to live this
life of contradictions? How long shall we
continue to deny equality in our social and
political life? If we continue to deny it for long,
we will do so only by putting our political
democracy in peril. We must remove this
contradiction at the earliest possible moment
or else those who suffer from inequality will
blow the structure of political democracy.®

+ Social Reforms:-

As a crusader against social evils and
unscientific and unhealthy practices prevalent
in the traditional caste ridden Hindu society,
Mohan Roy formed a number of social
organizations in North India. In 1816, he started
a spiritual society known as ‘Atmiya Sabha’ for
religious and Social purposes which were later
extended to other fields of activity. Atmiya
Sabha was sort of discussion club for scholars
of religion and philosophy at other fields of
activity. In 1818, he began his celebrated
crusade for the abolition of sati, and on
December 4, 1829, Lord William Bentinck, the
then Governor General of India made Satiillegal
by Regulation XVII. Thus the year 1829 may be
taken as an important landmark in the social
history of India Ram Mohan Roy Certainly won
great renown by his crusade to free Hindu
women from the dark practice of sati. It Must
however be noted that along with the European
Sanskrit, H.H Wilson, Ram Mohan was Opposed
to any legal enactment for the immediate
suppression of sati. He favored that the practice
‘might be suppressed quietly and unobserved
by increasing the difficulties and by'the
Indirect agency of the police.

The principles and ideas of Brahma
Samaj gradually spread for beyond Bengal and
created an atmosphere of liberalism, ratioralism
and modernity which greatly influenced indian
thought. As Max Muller has rightly pointed out,
If there is ever to be a new religion in India, it
will, | believe, owe its very life-blood to the large

heart of Ram Mohan Roy and his worthily
disciples Debendranath Tagore and Keshab
Chandra Sen.’ But Max Muller’s prophecy could
not be fulfilled, because the condition attached
to it- the emergence of a new religion in India
was impossible of reafisation. Hinduism proved
strong enough to counteract the growing
influence of Brahmanism as it had done in the
case of Buddhism.®

- Prophet of Nationalism:-

Swami Vivekananda is considered as one
of the prophets of the Indian nationalism
because he tried to awaken Indian people who
were lying in deep slumber. He wanted to see
the Emergence of a strong and self confident
India which would give the message of the
Vedanta to the world. He strongly believed that
the Indians should be proud of their rosy history,
tradition, culture and religion and should try
their level best to reform them. The awakening
of the spirit of India was the goal for young
people. Hence he advised them to ‘arise, awake
and stop not till the goal is reached’

When Ambedkar began advocating for
the rights of dalits in 1919, he joined an anti-
caste movement that had for decades appealed
to the colonial government on behalf of the
oppressed castes. Within Ambedkar’s Mahar
community in western India, activists such as
Gopal Baba Valangkar and Shivram Janba
Kamble grounded their arguments for greater
opportunities within the colonial structure in
historical claims of pre-Aryan, indigenous, or
Kshatriyas lineage. For both of these activists
as well as for Ambedkar, the leadership and
intellectual project of Jotirao Govindrao Phule
was seminal in the development of their
activism.

Aryan Brahmins appeared as brute and
uncivilized people in Phule’s history and the
indigenous people as prosperous and advanced.
He thus inverted the dominant theory of the
Aryan conquest and put forth a history in which
the dominant tropes were of struggle, violence,

& -
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and clashes of power. His narrative of the
conquest of the indigenous people included ten
phases, which he claimed were mythologized
asthetenincarnations of Vishnu. In this way, Phule
redefined Hindu mythology and read it as a
chronicle of the Aryan/Brahmin assault on India.
- Dalit Difference as Political Strategy for the
Annihilation of Caste:-

Ambedkar’s pursuit of a political solution
the problem of caste inequality came to the fore
in the 1930s. Throughout the 1920s, Ambedkar
had campaigned for dalit rights to access water
reserves and temples. He argued that these
practices constituted civic rights and used legal
arguments that stressed the “public” nature of
these facilities.In 1924, he established the
Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha (Society for the
Wellbeing of the Excluded) with its motto of
“Educate, Agitate, Organize.” The organization
was key to Ambedkar’s movement for the
empowerment of dalits. In 1926, Ambedkar was
nominated to the Legislative Council for the
Bombay Presidency, adding to his political
authority to represent dalits. @

In the 1930s, the assertion of dalit
difference — of a radical difference in political
identity from caste Hindus —became Ambedkar’s
predominant strategy for dalit empowerment.
This strategy framed dalits as a minority
community and as Anupama Rao writes, cast
them as “subjects of suffering defined by
permanent antagonism to the caste Hindu
order.” This strategy rendered dalits a
community politically equivalent to Muslims and
consequently, deserving of comparable electoral
protections. At the Second Roundtable
Conference, in which both M.K. Gandhi and
Ambedkar sat on the Minorities Committee,
Ambedkar advocated for the institution of
separate electorates for the Depressed Classes.
In August 1932, the colonial government
responded with the Communal Award, which
gave the Depressed Classes the right to separate
electorates. Gandhi protested that separate

electorates would destroy Hindu um
announced a “fast-unto-death” if the measure
was not repealed. @

- The Depressed Classes of India:-

From Yerawda Central Prison, Poona,
where he was underarrest since Jaauary 4, 1932,
he wrote to Sir Samuel Hoare and to the Premier,
Mr. MacDonald, repeating that the Depresseq
Classes problem was predominantly moral and
religious. Though he had made the cause of the
Harijans his own “from his boyhood,” he felt
obliged in conscience to resist the Communa|
Award with his life, as he saw in it “ the injection
of a poison that is calculated to destroy
Hinduism and to do no good whatever to the
Depressed Classes.” His only weapon was to
declare “a perpetual fast unto death from food
of any kind save water with or without salt and
soda.” This fast would begin at noon of
September 20, 1932, and would cease as soon
as the British Government withdrew their
scheme of separate communal electorates for
the Depressed Classes.

Whilst the Government allowed the
Mahatma all facilities in Yerawda Jail for
discussing the Depressed Classes problem with
such persons or deputations as he might wish
to see, their attitude to the Communal Award
remained unchanged and Gandhi began his fast.
To a press representative he declared that he
always had identified himself, so far as possible,
with the lowest strata a600g the Untouchables.
“. And | am convinced, if they are ever torise, it
will not be by the reservation of seats ; it witl be
by strenuous work done by Hindu reformers in
their midst ; and it is because | feel that this
separation would have kifled all prospect of
reform that my whole soul rebelled against it.*”

India shall now anxiously await your
immediate action.” On the following day the
Conference, reassembled in Bombay,
unanimously ratified the Poona Pact and issued
the resolution: “Henceforth no one shall be
regarded as an Untouchable by reason of his

e
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birth, and those who have been so regarded
hitherto shall have the same right as the other
Hindus in regard to the use of public wells,
roads, schools, and other public institutions.”*¥

Some Hindus, with a concern for the
Untouchables that was, not without the
suspicion of self-interest, expressed their “ fear
“ lest the Harijans by changing their religion
should lose the political rights granted to them
by the Poona Pact, which had increased the
number of seats allotted to them precisely on
the understanding that they would remain within
the Hindu fold. The very object of Gandhi’s fast
and of the Pact had beer to maintain and
consolidate the unity of Hinduism.

- Dr. Ambedkar as a Nation builder:-

He was out spoken about his ideas of
nation building. He possessed great foresight
and his warnings about the future of India ring
so true today. In aspeech before the constituent
assembly he cautioned his fellow legislators
against the use of non-constitutional methods
of protest, such as civil disobedience and
Satyagraha, because they were essentially an
anarchic in nature. He rallied against the Indian
tendency to engage in hero worship. He was
afraid that the people of India would lay their
liberation at the feet of someone they
worshipped or entrust them with extraordinary
limitless powers. He also underlined the
importance of creating not just a political
democracy, but also a social and economic one.
His PhD thesis was inspired to set up for the
Finance Commission of India and his works
helped a lot in framing guidelines for the RBI
Act 1934.He was one of the founders of
Employment Exchanges in our country. He played
avital role in establishment of the National Power
Grid System, Central Water Irrigation, Navigation
Commission, Damodar valley project, Hirakud
project and sane river project.

Dr. Ambedkar had imprinted his mark of
talent and vision in drafting Indian Constitution.
His statesman qualities can easily visible each

and every article of Indian Constitution.
Ambedkar preferred the parliamentary system
In England than the Presidential System in
America. Dr. Ambedkar described the role of
President as “He is the head of the state but
not the executive. He represents to nation but
does not rule the nation. He is the symbol of
the nation. His place in the administration is that
of a ceremonial device on a seal by which the
nation’s decisions are made known ... The
president of the Indian union will be generally
bound by the advice of the Ministers. He can do
nothing contrary to their advice nor can he do
anything without their advice. *?

- Conclusion:-

Dr. Ambedkar is portrayed as a Dalit
leader who fought for his community with
unmatched alacrity. Of course he did. He gave
a section of population in India a worthwhile
identity. In doing so he fought for humanity. But
in typifying his role as a Dalit leader we often
ignore the great person that he was. Despite
facing social injustice and discrimination
muitiple times in his life he never advocated a
bloody revolution for overthrowing the prevailing
social system. He believed in democracy and
constitutional means to achieve his end. His
clout on the social milieu during his times was
such that thousands of supporters would have
stood by his course of action. But he chose his
course of action wisely. We should be grateful
to Dr. Ambedkar for this. Popular literature on
Dr. Ambedkar is selective. We just know about
the role played by him in drafting the constitution
or empowering the downtrodden masses.
Nowhere do we find equal mention in the role
played by Dr. Ambedkar in setting up the Reserve
Bank of India (R.B.l.). He formulated the
guidelines and conceptualized the code that
would make the functioning of R.B.1 possible.

Dr B. R Ambedkar, the chief draftsman
of the Indian Constitution, played a significant
part in the process of constitution-making. He
raised the voices of those who had been long

b _
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remained unheard, and had an intense
commitment for the social cause and upliftment
of deprived and down-trodden sections of
society. He explicitly mentioned about swear
which he took for the elimination of unjust and
inhuman practices from the Hindu society, in the
context of untouchables. He was the
representative—in the Constituent Assembly of
all downtrodden sections in general and
untouchables in particular, and also he proudly
proclaimed himself the leader of the latter. He
has been considered a pioneer of the notion of
affirmative actions ‘and inclusive policies in
India and these concepts have emerged out of
constant denial of equal rights to specific
community in society. He took the responsibility
to ensure justice and dignity to low-caste of
society. Ambedkar’s advocacy of the concept of
constitutional morality further emphasized this
fact by which he proposed to drastically change
the extremely hierarchical and unjust social
order whereby every aspect of life was controlled
by the higher Hindu caste.
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his Social Political Struggle
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Dept of Political Science,
Milliya Arts Science & Management Scje ..
College Beed.
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Key Words :-

Objectives ,Ranade, Gandhi and Jinnah,
A Vindication of Caste By Mahatma Gandhj,
Identity Building: Untouchables As Sons of the
Soil, Electoral Politics: From Separate Electorate
to Party-building, Shaping the Indian
Constitution, Idea of Democracy, Access to
Political Power, Political organization of Dalit.
Introduction:-

Dr. Ambedkar was a supreme social
architect who looked upon law as the instrument
of creating a sane social order in which the
development of individual would be in harmony
with the growth of society. His approach finds a
responsive chord in the writings of Roscoe
Pound- an eminent American jurist of our
century. Law embodies the civilisational values
of the time and place. Civilization in this sense
is the development of human faculties to the/’
most complete possibilities. Civilization has tW¢
sides’ viz. control over external or physic?
nature and control overinternal @r human nature
The Writings and Speeches of Dr. Ambedkd!
show what values Indians should develop a”ff
how they should modernize their social @™
political institutions. i

Dr. Ambedkar’s thoughts as reflected !
his writings and speeches have significant

: : . , h of
importance in tracing the history and groW‘_ .
carcial thaiioht in India N Amhadlar’c thoug!
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a social purpose and must act as a scavenger
of society.

According to Dr. Ambedkar, Ranade was
a great man by any standard. He wanted to
vitalize the Hindu society to create social
democracy. Ranade lived in times when social
and religious customs, however unmoral, were
regarded as sacrosanct. What appeared to
Ranade to be shames and wrongs of the Hindu
society, were considered by the people to be
most sacred injunctions of their religion. Ranade
wanted to vitalize the conscience of the Hindu
society which became moribund as well as
morbid. Ranade aimed to create a real social
democracy. Without which there could be no sure
and stable politics. Dr. Ambedkar points out that
Ranade’s aim was to cleanse the old order and
improve the moral tone of the Hindu society,

After arguing theoretically that any
scheme of franchise and constituency that fails
to bring about representation of opinions as well
as representation of persons falls short of
creating a popular Government. He shows how
very relevant the two factors are in the context
of the Indian society which is ridden into castes
and religious communities. Each caste group
tends to create its own distinctive type of like-
mindedness which depends upon the extent of
communication, participation or endosmosis.
Absence of this endosmosis is most pronounced
between touchable and untouchable Hindus,
more than between the religious communities
such as Hindus, Muslims, Parsi’s etc. These
communities have on secular plane common
material interests. There will be in such groups’
landlords, labourers and capitatists.
A Vindication of Caste By Mahatma Gandhi:-

Dr. Ambedkar was to have presided last
May at the annual conference of the Jat-Pat-
Todak Mandal of Lahore. But the conference
itself was cancelled because Dr. Ambedkar’s
address was found by the Reception Committee
to be unacceptable. How far a Reception
Committee is justified in rejecting a President

of its choice because of his address t.hat
be objectionable to it is open tq question. 1

Dr. Ambedkar was not going to be beaten
by the Reception Committee. Hx‘e has answere,
their rejection of him by publishing the ad
at his own expense. He has priced it at 8 an
| would suggest a reduction to 2 annas
least 4 annas. No reformer can ignore
address. The orthodox will gain by reading
This is not to say that the address is not op
objection. It has to be read only because i
open to serious objection. Dr. Ambedka
challenge to Hinduism. Brought up as a H
educated by a Hindu potentate, he has be
so disgusted with the so-called Savarna Hin
for the treatment that he and his people h:
received at their hands that he proposes to le:
not only them but the very religion that is
and their common heritage.®

But this is not to be wondered at. Af
all, one can only judge a system or an instit
by the conduct of its representatives. W
more? Dr. Ambedkar found that the vast majo
of Savarna Hindus had not only conduct
themselves inhumanly against those of tk
fellow religionists, whom they classed
untouchables, but they had based their c
on the authority of their scriptures, and
he began to search them he had found
warrant for their beliefs in untouchabil
all its implications. The author of the
has quoted chapter and verse in proof of his t
fold indictment—inhuman conduct itsel
unabashed justification for it on the pa
per F?Etrators, and the subsequent disco
the justification was Warranted by theirs

Identity Building: Untouchables As So
Soil:- .

Ambedkar tried to endow the |
castes with a glorioys history of sons o
to help them acquire an altérnat-ive--f'n
based - identity, to regain their self respe
overcome their divisions. In The Untou
who were they ang why t-.-h-'ey-. |

d
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» Ambedkar refutes
Western authors explaining caste hierarchy by

resor.tir_wg to racial factors3. His interpretation
is strikingly complicated. He explains that all
primitive societies have been one day or the
other conquered by invaders who raised
themselves above the native tribes. In breaking
up, these tribes as a matter of ryle give birth to
aperipheral group that he calls the Broken Men.
When the conquerors became stationary then,
they resorted to the services of these Broken
Men to protect themselves from the attacks of
the tribes which remained nomadic. The Broken
Men therefore found refuge, as guards of
villages, in the suburbs of the latter because it
was more logical from a point of view of
topography and because the victorious tribes did
not accept foreigners, of a different blood,
within their group. Ambedkar applied this theory
to India by presenting the Untouchables as the
descendants of the Broken Men (Dalit, in
Marathi) and, therefore, the original inhabitants
of India, before the conquest of this country by
the Aryan invaders. ¢

According to Ambedkar these Broken
Men were the most constant followers of
Buddha soon after he began his teachings in
the 6th century BC. And they remained Buddhists
when the rest of the society returned to the
Hindu fold under the pressure of Brahmins.
Ambedkar drew two conclusions from it: “It
explains why the Untouchables regard the
Brahmins as inauspicious, do not employ them
as their priests and do not even allow them to
enter into their quarters.

Electoral Politics: From Separate Electorate
to Party-building:-

The young Ambedkar was consulted at
the beginning of 1919 by the Southborough
committee, the body which had been entrusted
with redefining electoral franchise within the
framework of the constitutional reform —that
was to be called “Montfort”, after the names of
Montagu and Chelmsford. Unlike the other Dalit

Untouchables? (1948) Ambedgic—————

| 069

leaders who had been consulted, Ambedkar did
not owe this hearing to the fact of belonging to
any association but because he was the only
untouchable who held a graduate degree in the
Bombay Province. In his testimony, he explained
that the real line of cleavage, among the Hindus,
was set not between the Brahmin and non-
Brahmin but between the “Touchable” and
Untouchables. He thus rejected an electoral
system which would be based on territorial
constituencies because the latter would then be
in @ minority and therefore deprived of
representation. As a remedy, he recommended
“either to reserve seats for those minorities that
cannot, otherwise, secures personal representa
tion or grant communal electorates”

The report of the Simon Commission
finally granted reserved seats to the Depressed
Classes, but candidates who would take part in
them would have, first of all, to get their
competence endorsed by the governor of the
province. This profoundly annoyed Ambedkar.
Anyway, this report remained a dead letter since
the main political force of the country — the
Congress —had not been involved in its making.
To get out of this deadlock, a Conference was
held in London in 1930, and then a Second
Round Table Conference in 1931. None of them
bore fruits.

B. R. Ambedkar: Shaping the Indian
Constitution:-

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, who chaired the
Drafting Committee, is notably considered as
the Father of the Indian Constitution‘and played
a very pivotal role in the constitution-making.
Though when the leadership in the Constituent
Assembly selected him to be the Chairman of
the Drafting Committee, Ambedkar was very
pleasantly amazed at the choice and said that
He came into the Constituent Assembly with no
greater aspiration than to safeguard the interest
of the Scheduled Castes greatly surprised when
the Assembly elected me to the Drafting
Committee. He was more than surprised when

o ISBN : 978-93-86778-68-0 o
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the Drafting Committee elected me to be its
Chairman. This section is divided into two parts.
This part presents a detailed analysis of the
provisions given in the Indian Constitution which
are in a way or other shaped by the social and
political philosophy of Ambedkar. The second
and last part outlines the views proposed by
Ambedkar that could not succeed to find their
place in the final draft of the Constitution.
Caste-system in India assigns particular
sets of functions and roles even before ones
birth, and also provides specific economic, civil,
cultural and educational rights to one without a
freedom to change. It ignores therefore an
individual capabilities, preferences and choices.
In this regard, the social order prevail in the
Indian society provides no entailments, social
and economic rights and freedoms to lower
Castes, and in contrary, gives manifold
opportunities, privileges and rights to the higher
castes, particularly the Brahmins. © Therefore,
the fact was much known to the Constituent
Assembly that the constitution was going to be
introduced in a deeply unequal and
discriminatory society. This is probably why its
member greatly debated and drafted the
constitution with the explicit purpose of
dislodging the status quo B. R. Ambedkar,
undoubtedly and noticeably, was the man who
borne the responsibility to fight against the
untouchability and exploitation based on Hindu
caste system, and struggled for the
untouchables’rights and carved for them a place
in the Republican Constitution of India.
Ambedkar vowed to break away
untouchability and observed “If | fail to do away
with abominable thralldom and human injustice
under which | was born has been groaning, | will
put an end to my life with a bullet. There are
thus several provisions maintained in the
Constitution of India that attempt to attain his
vision pertaining to the untouchability and caste
based discrimination. ) Held, the downtrodden
sections familiarly known as the backward

cived special attentiom

makers. In fact, the upliftmep, o
these sections haf .b_een fre;()gmmd as ap
important responsibility of t £ state ar.ld its
institution. He presented the various pm‘v’sions
in the Constituent ass.em.bly for protecting th,
interests of the marginalized sections. Artjge
15 (4), 16 (4), 19(1) (d) and (e), 29 (2), 275, 33,
335 and 340incorporatedin the_ Constitution arg
clearly reflections of his conceptua|
understanding of social and economic justice,
These Articles empower the sta¥e to make
special provision for securing the interests of
socially and educationally backward classes,
that is, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
Dr Ambedkar’s Idea of Democracy:-

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s description of 3
democracy is multi-dimensional. Democracy, in
common usage is often related to political
democracy. The principle on which political
democracy operates is one man one vote.
However, Dr. Ambedkar’s perception of
democracy is different, formed after a
penetrative analysis of the political, social and
economic conditions prevailing in India during
his life and times.

Several western thinkers made a
distinction between state and society, state and
the Government and state and nation. Dr.
Ambedkar, however, went a step ahead. His
concern was the constituent elements that
formed these entities i.e. the people. He was
more concerned about the socio-economic
Position of people in the society. He believed
that terms such as nation, country and state
were nebulous. According to him, “nation’, in
the philosophical sense, did convey a unit.
Sociologically speaking, it comprised of peof
belonging to muitiple classes. Freedom of
na'tl?n meant freedom for all the diff
3::?:519; f:‘las-';gs constituting it. Dr. Amb
i dida-nw;r:[ef the fact that. free.:dor.r_i 2
all classes H:'ays -ﬁranslatgmto frgig'da

+ "€ Was of the opinion

classes'rec
Constitution

b
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consif.iering India “a nation” would be a great
delusmn.‘ ﬁe raised a single question “How can
people dl.VldE‘d Into several thousands of castes
be a ne.ltion?.” He felt that one should quickly
recognize this fact. Accepting this fact would
be the first step towards uniting the people
(divided by multiple castes) into a nation.®

Dr. Ambedkar opined that a political
democracy was an extension of the society for
which the political democracy is established. For
instance, in India itself, birth of a person in a
particular caste decided his/ her status rather
than the person’s ability. Distinctions of high
status and low status in society create a social
hierarchy based on birth. Social equality in India
was disturbed due to emergence of the caste
system. Indian social structure was based on
the caste system. “Brahmins” sat at the top of
the hierarchal social system. They were followed
by “kshatriyas” and “vaishyas”. At bottom ofthe
social pyramid were “Shudras” and the
untouchables. Each slot in the social pyramid
had a definite set of functions pre-determined
for the members of that particular slot to
perform. Performance of these pre-determined
functions or duties was imperative to ensure the
smooth running of the Indian (or more
specifically the Hindu) social order. However,
here’s the catch, each slot in the pyramid did
not enjoy similar status. “Brahmins” were
considered to be knowledgeable and were held
in high esteem. High status was accorded to
“Brahmins.” Whereas “Shudras” and the
untouchables were expected to perform menial
jobs (such as sweeping the streets, scavenging
etc). Thus, low social status was accorded to
“Shudras” and the untouchables. Shudras were
held in servitude. The Hindu social order resulted
in social inequalities in the society. With time
these inequalities got magnified. The social
position of Shudras degraded. They were
suppressed and discriminated against. To cap
it up, social life in India had its owgn distinct
spillover effects on its political life.

Access to Political Power :-

Ambedkar was convinced that unless the
marginalized sections of Indian society secured
the political power, it was not possible to
completely wipe out all social, legal and cultural
disabilities, from which they suffered. Thus, for
the political organization and political
mainstreaming of Dalits, he pleaded for their
representation in legislatures in the Round Table
Conferences, 1930-32, convened by British
government. Both Ambedkar and the British
government supported Dalit representation in
the legislatures on the basis of separate
electorate, which meant that in the reserved
constituencies only Dalits would be allowed to
vote. Gandhi and Ambedkar developed serious
differences on this point, which was resolved
through what is known as “Poona Pact” 1932
singed between the two. With this pact,
Ambedkar entered an agreement with Mr. Gandhi
to ensure their legislative representation within
the system of joint electorates. However,
Ambedkar was not satisfied by this compromise
and latter criticized Gandhi for blackmailing with
his fast unto death trick and for compromising
with the cause of Dalits. The same principle of
joint electorate is now accepted under the
constitution of India. Ambedkar has played a
lead role in the drafting of the constitution of
free India and due to his pleadings; many
provisions including the reservation in services
and legislatures have been incorporated in the
constitution for the empowerment of Dalit
community.®?

Political organization of Dalit:-

' Ambedkar made serious efforts for the
political organization of Dalits. He founded the
independent Labor Party in 1937 and replaced
it with another party, the All India Scheduled
Caste Federation founded in 1942. He also laid
the foundation of another political party,
Republican Party of India which was founded in
1957, after his death by his followers, which
advanced the agenda of Dalit empowerment in

ISBN : 978-93-86778-68-0
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the 1950s and 1960s. Even, the formation of Dalit
Panther Party in 1970 and the Bahujan Samaj
Party in 1984 owe their ideological genesis to
Ambedkar. The BSP, founded by Kasi Ram and
now led by Kumari Mayawati was able to gain
political power in Uttar Pradesh, along with
substantial presence in some other parts of the
country. The roots of all these facets of the
ongoing empowerment of Dalits in India are
found in the ideas and practice of Ambedkar. **
Conclusion:-

Dr. Ambedkar is portrayed as a Dalit
leader who fought for his community with
unmatched alacrity. Of course he did. He gave
a section of population in India a worthwhile
identity. In doing so he fought for humanity. But
in typifying his role as a Dalit leader we often
ignore the great person that he was. Despite
facing social injustice and discrimination
multiple times in his life he never advocated a
bloody revolution for overthrowing the prevailing
social system. He believed in democracy and
constitutional means to achieve his end. His
clout on the social milieu during his times was
such that thousands of supporters would have
stood by his course of action. But he chose his
course of action wisely. We should be grateful
to Dr. Ambedkar for this.

His life and mission was a perfect and
unique blend of theory and action. His ideas are
leading light and sustain the ongoing process
of Dalit empowerment even today. Without his
ideological foundation, the edifice of the
contemporary Dalit empowerment in India will
go bankrupt and lose its identity, direction and
spirit. This shift marks the real difference in the
ideological framework as articulated by
Ambedkar and the actual process of Dalit
empowerment in the contemporary Indian
politics. This also gives a clue to the repeated
electoral failures of Ambedkar and his political
outfitsin the post independent India. It has now
become apparent that only a selective approach
of both segregate and aggregative approaches

may impart viability to the process of Dalit
empowerment inthe present context.
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Anna Bhau Sathe’s literature an
philosphical thoughts on laborers and the

Socfal discrimination

( Dr.Faruqui Mohammied Quawu)

Asst Prof & Head Dept.of P0|ItICa| Science, Milliya Arts Science And Manageme

nt Science College Beed.

Keywords:- - Objectives, Hypothesls, For the year 1970, against zar king, Depr: ivation andneghge”cy
paved the way to eradicate poverty, Right to life and domination on liberty, Rebeling literatures’s

writer, Sympathet:caﬂy behavior, Outcomes, Conclusion. ) =

Introduction:-

Annabhau Sathe was born in small hamlet, a
layman who went to Mumbai to earn his bread and
butter and settled there. He was a simple labourer in
a mill, tried many sundry jobs in his life struggled
hard against the circumstances. He was rich in
experience. He was member of communist party and
followed the socialistic philosophy throughout his
life. Anna Bhahu Sathe is a dominant literary figure
in Dalit Literature in Maharashtra. A self educated/
lettered without any formal education and swam
deep into the ocean of literature to bring out many
literary unique diamonds. Being unlettered, yet
penned down many novels and plays in Marahti
literature, is probably the rarest of rare example in
the universe, unfortunately unexplored by the
mainstream literary readers and critics. Annabhau
Sathe is the founder figure of the most powerful Dalit
novels and short stories in Dalit literature.

Anna Bhahu here underlines the supreme
importance of Dalit and working class people in the
world set up. Using the hindu popular mythological
image of snake bearing the globe as the popular
symbol to underscore a scything critic and strong
rejection of Hindu ideology and thereby bringing in
Dalit/human/workers hands as the controller and
supporters of this world is most po{werﬁﬂ realistic,

——

visionary analysis of the dalit condition. Sadly,
neither the dalit nor the mainstream readers and
critics dwelled upon Annabhau Sathe’s this only
one of its kind deliberation.

The story begins with a custom of ‘Jogini’
meaning ‘a small yellow coloure bowl” possession
of which means a matter of great pride and an
honour of hosting the Jatra ‘a religious fest’ in the
village. A hamlet ‘Shigaon’ has the possession of
Jogini and with great delight, they are organizing
the fest. Shankarrao Patil of Vategon is highly
restless with the fact and thought that there is no
single combatant in Vategoan who could
vigorously fight against Shigaon and bring the
Jogini in vategoan.

Through the work of Mahatma Phule the new
doors of opportunities and new thoughts were fre¢
for neglected class of society. In the fight of
independence, directly for getting independence;
many things were neglected of human beings
development. All thes things feelings were
widespread and known through many literary
writers arts. If you saw at the ancient literary history
before Annabhau Sathe, it is clear that those who
were reputed written and writing literature. Were
no showing any clue of the peoples life and
condition as well as understanding of of than

i B .
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condition. There is no any hint about the hegleted

’ is about the
down trodden and lowest category dalits sessles Annabhau Sathe’s Inamdar is abou

fys : . “Dalitatva” of the farmers and makes a
condition in the literature of the writer before

Annabhau Sathe was the belongs to Markswadi
partys writer of literature but he was the writer of
feelings of negbeted people through his literature

very realistic presentation of the rural

economy and life.
Dalit Theatre, which has worked like a

prism in bringing out the essence of

Objectives:-

To reach to the peak of humanity and
equality.

To represent this class and he represented
it very strongly. '

To realise that if the makers of history are
not its writers, history is manipulated and
stripped of their voices.

To express what he felt after watching the
jalsa of Shahir Bhimrao Kardak and his

~ troupe.

To make the Dalits educated and aware,
and to equip them with values.

To oppose religious, social, cultural,
economic and psychological exploitation

Hypothesis:-

—_—

Annabha

Dalit Theatre originated in the Marathi-

speaking area. .
Dr Ambedkar considered Buddha, Kablr

and Phule as his gurus.

The Dalit Marathi play\frights”lwho
imbibed Ambedkarite thought and
preSen'Fed | itf ;_hf"d:ug'l}_ I:th:ei-r w rit?n’r_gs

= e - p— i z _'_ :
Sathe & His Philosophy Vol-

* Y . = =
- e ———
—— e——

Ambedkarite thoughts and philosophy.
Dalits them
communities.

To eradicate poverty and Sufferings of
those people and advocated socialistic

declaring criminal

Philosophy.
For the year 1970, against zar King:-

For the year 1970, against zar king, lenin
had overthrowh zar ruling party and established
farmers kingdom and the poem written by
Annabhau Sathe on this eveny was pubtlished
nicely. Therefore as a singer of workers in Mumbai,
he was accepted as the leader of Dalit Society. He
sung powadas, a “shahir” song in many parties.

- He practiced through many parties. He wrote a play

having name “The heard story”. He travelled
himself through many songs (Shahir) parties,
drames like demonstrations thant is Kalapathak
(smallplay). From 1945 he performed 250
programmer. Nearly 50 thousad spectators were
present in the programmes. Annabhau entered in
the movement of “united Maharashtra”. He wrote
the public play “Whose Mumbai belongs to.” The
chief minister banned this play. In the programme
held in “Nagpur” he was honoured in front of sant
Tukdoji Maharaj.”

" Jhough it is novel, story, play, Talnasﬁ?_‘

(Women dancg) and powada (A _'\(‘alour' song)

whatgver it may be the racial 'sf_yle of writing was
belong to egoist coriceit and the rustling egoism
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throughoﬂt the body was the style of ahnabhad s
literatute and thie routine in his life is clinged to his
literature and this is too much. Therefore those who
lived outside the skirts of dirty v1_|lage with poverty
striken condition, life squeezed ift the inequality of
wheel, the poverty striken sympathetic life and who
were neglected by custom s also such society was
not targeted by Annabhau Sathe. The only deverness
was not Valuable. The daily feeling in human life
was not valuable. The daily feeling in human life
was accompanied by forgetful tendency.

Deprivation and negligency:-

Annabhau has awakened universal
revolutionary change and opened the door of Marathi
literature.- Annabhau has first described the Dalit
people after stylish shri M.Mate. he has not written
on the life of middle class people Annabhau has
shown the man in the human being. By using artistic
style and preaching both ways, those who are grinded
under injustice and become helpless due to sorrow,
poverty, pain, bad condition, who are tramped under
the wheel of condition, these who are neglected and
given bad treatment they became more exciting,
Annabhau thinks that they are all our own follower.?

These people are secular they are
dlsappomted people. But Annabhau has only one
relation with therm. Annabhau s experiences are
from lowest strata of society. These people are |
ncglected and deserted. Annabhau s experiences
have been occurred from the lowest category
people. We must consider this so his literature has
come from the village life people, the deserted and
he glected people the Dalit people and exploited
people. '

The story of Annabhéu has given to Marathi

—_—
literature the poorést hut s life, and tyrannjcy

experiehce and the richness of injustice, despotjc

and tyrannical nature. All these things ary annoyiy g

and ifexing. This writer has tried to give new

direcfidﬁs through the powerty and humiliation i,

the name of extremist human value of Creamy

people. Annabhau has written literature but the

meaning of Dalit according to Annabhau is Dalj,
exploited and deprieved of Sources. Theretore
recently the writers have become helpless.

paved the way to eradicate poverty:-

Annabhau describes the lives of downt
laboureres, peasants and workers, their poverty,
their sorrows and sufferings in his npaved the way
to eradicate poverty and su people and advocated
socialistic philosoph struggle of those people for
their existence a efforts to overcome the hindrances

in their w of those people in the most adverse circ

recurring theme in his work. The efforts ma
upliftment, their lone revolt against conventions,
traditions and religion are dep stories. He describes
the lives of masses of h realistic picture of the
society during pre-ind

post independent period of 50s and 60s.”

Sawala along with his friends from Mang
and Ramoshi caste protest against British
Government. All of them are honest and committed
to their work. However allegations of sexual
assault of women are made on them deliberately:
British government had already passed a bill
against these castes and were convicted as

criminals. Sawala who tries his level best to escape

Kashi : daughter of Dada Patil from the clutches
of her in-laws. Kashi has been harassed by her
father-in-law and mother-in-law for dowry:

— e —.

e

e e
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EmarTci;?ation of women from injustice and
exploitation is focused by the author in this st y

To fight against exploitation and injustice as(:l;y'
cardinal principle of socialistic philosoph iz
underlined in this story. The followihg dialo);ue
between Sawala and Dada Patil highlights his
qualities. Sawala says: “Dada Patil are you the only
person of a noble character and do you take us
_characterless, who told this to you?” Dada Patil

retort “The people say that all Mangas are rapist”
to this Sawala burst out violently.

Right to life and domination on liberty:-

In the system of selfgovernment there is
no need of prison and police. (The selfgovernment
is without police and prison). So there is a need of
self-government and everyone should enjoy liberty.
The common man is not enjoying the liberty, is
the sordid reality. So Rama the hero of the story is
deprived of everything; circumstances compel him
to make theft. Police arrest him and put him in the
i)rison. However, the intension behind the theft is

i gnored. It was the fact that he was unable to make
his bread; he was starving, this situation makes
him criminal and ultimately he was put in to the

prison.

However, the intension behind the theft is

t was the fact that he was unable to make

ignored. I
jon makes

his bread; he was starving, this situat
him criminal and ultimately he was put in to the

prison. If everyone gets food no one will be a thief

in the society. This simple principle is un!dc.l_rlined
by the writer in this story. Does the self goy_erpment
change the life of 2 thief? Is the question that can
be raised in thils' connection; wh_c_) is enjoying the
liberty? In the ‘séci'cty such qq_gstior_xs haun't the
reader arid remain unanswered. The author tries to

trace the answers of those questions in the socialistic
philosophy: to him a society based on socialistic
principles is the only solution to these problems.

Vidrohi Sahityacha Nirmata:- (Rebeling
literatures’s writer) '

Dr. Gangadhar Pantavane writes in his article
“Annabhau Sathe : Vidrohi Sahityacha Nirmata”.
“He wrote to advocate socialism, Marxism and class
struggle. He converted ‘Tamasha’ in to ‘Lokanatya’,
he made changes in the prologue (‘Nandi’) and in
‘Gan Gavalan’ which was formally full of amorous
description, he replaced it with the dialogues of
Peasants and Workers, which were full of rebellious
ideas. Drama which is meant for masses is a folk
drama, he defined it. He banished superstitions, bad
conventions, outdated customs and fatalism from
his writings and portrayed social reforms, class
sttuggle.” It shows that Annabhau wanted to change
the society. During those days downtrodden were
treated in inhuman way by the people from upper
strata of the society.

The contemporary society was full of
superstitions, fatalism and old conventions; at that
time he was the only proponent of scientific outlook
and rationalism. Prof. Machindra Sakate states in
this regard, “The life of Dalit people was vry
difficult, there w;:re many customs and conventions.
Dalits were leading the life of misery which was
full of hardships and trobuble. The customs like
‘\a\fz;lghy-l\riura;l‘i’I,i ‘Potaraj’, ‘Devdasi’, and ‘] ogata’
corrupted the liyes of Dalit people, they had lost
their identity. He was well aware of the fact that
Hindu religion;'a,ﬁd scriptures rendered Dalits in that
state,'- It was. then essential to eradicate. ignorance
fl'OIﬁ Dalit society and hence there was no altcxflaiﬁve

than to inculcate scientific outlook in the society.
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So Annabhau underlined this thought in his writings”"
Sympathetically behavior:-

The writer of literature must love his literature
like his son but most of the writers dénes this formula.
Annabhau s style of writing and habit was overflowed
by humanity and possed with sumpathy. Those who
were dark pilgrims were to be freed to suns direction.
It was decision of Annabhau literature expressed those
who were waiting sympathetically shouting ,,Aa and
,free path , their trouble was expressed with oneness

- and flowering inner fire. From Annabhaus literature
the future of people and human hearts are described
well. The knowledge of moral nalues and their
maintenance make the society great and noble. It
makes person great. According to Annabhau this
prowess must be imbibed in humanbeings. His
literature is doing this work toward this direction of
people. The characters in his story and novel are going
to richness of incarhation nad not toward beauty of

incarnation.®

Though these people are familiar but they are
eccentric. Annabhau has made successful attempt with
his deep inspiring language to give heroism to
common person. Therefore these people meet us
everywhere. Bazbadya Ghanjari, Nilu Mang,
Bhamkya, Kilwati, Tukya, Ranga, Mukal Mutani,
Ranoji nasru, Sawla Mang Bhoma, Kombdyachor,
Ramu Gangaram Mahut, Vishnupant Kulkarni
Maldhekna Ramnav Mahar Gita Mira Rupa and Landi
etc.. such many persons listen to the address and

becomes sereme.

Oufcomes:- ~

Annabhau Sathe & His Philosophy Vol-1

We can see the imprint of Ambedkarit,
Movement in the plays of Dalit Theaty,
Sathe and Bagul both are highly
tonscious in fostering their characters
and do not attempt to run away from the
igrim reality of being dalit.

We can understand fact that,Annabhau,
the literary giant, is ignored by both the
mainstream and more sadly and
shockingly.

It would be enormously in the interest of
knowledge of Indian society.
Annabhau Sathe’s literature to inspect
the
Maharashtra.

class- caste dimension in

Conclusion:-

The danger was completely over but the scar
of the incident on authors mind is indelible. Author
cannot forget the fact for getting better room with
facilities he had to hide his caste which resulted in
a most negative memory of his life. He had to hide
his caste hence author calls it ‘ Jenvha Mi Jat Chorli
Hoti’. At the end when Kashinath challenges the
mob showing a big bright knife they all run away
but the author is badly injured and abused, destroyed
all the things in room and tore out all his certificates-

Baburao Bagul reflects his belief that
Ambedkarism and Marxism both the ideologies
peﬁpetrate social equalities and insist on
emancipation and freedom. Same is also the
rumination of Annabhu Sathe who personally was
activist and practiced Marxist, though rejected it
later, supported Ambedkarism. Both Annabhu Sathe
and Baburao Bagul make the exploited man 25 i
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center of their art and hijs €mancipation thereby
taking him to a brightest future is the optimistic
approach these authors nurtyre. They also have
brooded over the dalit women; the triply exploited

class of Indain society and have adequately projected
the life of dalit women.

Sathe and Bagul both are hj ghly conscious in
fostering their characters and do not attempt to run

away from the grim reality of being dalit and keep
that dalithood and consciousness alive as if it is a
pre condition. But both make hard endeavors to
emancipate the dalits from the shackles of the caste,
culture, religion and the hindu dominant biases. But
it is also the fact that Annabhau, the literary giant,
is ignored by both the mainstream and more sadly
and shockingly, by the Dalit thinkers, critics and
authors. It would be enormously in the interest of
knowledge of Indian society , dalits and history to
‘hold both Baburao Bagul and Annabhau Sathe’s
literature to inspect the class-. caste dimension in
Mabharashtra,

FRwww

Annabhau Sathe &
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of so called great men in our society.Many a
time we give titles to great men without thinking
properly whether they really deserve or
not.These days print media and channels create
more confusion in the mind of followers.
Ambedkar suggests us to adopt certain new
caliberative measures to assess the work of
great men in the society.Blind imitation is
generally done by ignorant people and it should
be stopped at the earliest.Even today,the people
have become hyper sensitive hence can‘t bear
any critical remark about their idols or leaders.
They resort to disruptive acts immediately.They
~are prepared not to know the other side of a
coin. Ranade’s advice to the contemporary
politicians is applicable even today.He
writes,“You cannot be liberal by halves you
* cannot be liberal in politics and conversative in
religion.The heart and head must go together.
You cannot cultivate your intellect,enrich your
mind,enlarge the sphere of your political rights
and privileges and at the same time keep your
hearts closed and cramped.“’On the basis of this
criteria,Dr.Ambedkar concludes Ranade was the
best philosophical leader as compared to other
national heroes like Gandhiji and Jinnah.
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Dr. Ambedkar’s Impact on
Several sector of India.

Mr. Shaikh Gafoor Ahmed.
Asst. Prof. (Dept of Political Science)
Milliya Arts Science & Management Science
College Beed
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Key Words: - Introduction, Objectives,
Vision on Dalit Education, Organize, Reformative
Movement of Dalits, Prevention Atrocities Act
And Untouchability , a major contributor to Indian
constitution, The Problem Of The Rupee,
Introduction:-

India a rising star and increasingly
important player on the world stage must not
be allowed to ignore the in justice and
oppression within its own borders any longer. In
Hindu traditional society of India, Dalit status
has often been historically associated with
traditional occupations regarded as ritually
impure, such as any involving scavenger,
sweeping, meet seller, leather work, Hunting
and drum beating, butchering or removal of
rubbish, animal carcasses waste. Untouchables
worked manual labours cleaning streets,
latrines, sewers. Engaging in these activities
was considered to be polluting to the individual
and this pollution was considered contagious.

It is the simple process of increasing
personal or political power so that individuals,
families and communities can take action to
improve their situations. The power can be
exercised through domination and subordina-
tion. It also depends upon the social structure,
historical setting and nature of both state and
€conomy. Itis exercised through specific actions
like promises, threats, controls and commands

ISBN : 978-93-86778-68-0

Scanned by CamScanner



TS 2. STeTaRe iaest

045

soon. Education is the important bases of power
in the modern society. Therefore, my
understanding education is: a source of power
and also as an agency that empowers people.
From the individual point of view, the
empowerment is defined as building confide nce,
insight and understanding, and developing
personal skilis.

Some level of common sense and
emotional maturity and access to appropriate
information and know how; it also implies
someone who cares about others and is tolerant
of other’s views and behavior. From the view
point of group or community, empowerment can
be taken to involve building trust, co-operation
and communication among the members. There
must be opportunities for people to meet and
exchange views and opinions and ways of
recording what is agreed and done; and there
must be scope for having fun and celebrating
achievement. Empowerment refers to increase
in the spiritual, political, social, racial,
educational, gerder or economic strength of
individuals and communities.

Objectives of the Study:

To know the impact of the pioneering
work of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in the field of human.

Dignity, against caste discrimination in
India.

To highlight his role as one of the
founders of Modern India. _

To analyze and assess his Legacy and
Contribution to India.

Ambedkar’s Vision on Dalit Education:-
Ambedkar was very much influenced by
Dewey’s ideas on scientific method,
experimental approach, democracy and
pragmatism in the field of education. He insisted
that to his Dalit people, ‘Educate to organize
and to Struggle’ for their own betterment using
whatever educational facilities. Education is not
only a layer for their social mobility but also
opens the doors for their modernization.
Ambedkar has been described as a philosopher,

a patriot, scholar or a writer, the constitution
maker, a social revolutionary, a humanistic
thinker, or the socialist and he had also
contributed a great deal to the cause of
education. He mainly emphasized that the
education as a vital force for individual
development and social change. ¥

Ambedkar envisaged that, education was
an instrument for the change of the lives of
untouchables. He declared that the elevation of
the depressed classes was recognized to be the
cause of all the enlightened people in the
country. He thought that education would
enlighten his people and bridge the gap between
the rich and the poor to which the untouchables
belong. Education ptays an important role. It is
an effective instrument of mass movement to
safeguard life and iiberty. Education could
encourage the oppressed ones to fight and
remove injustice and exploitation and pave ways
for the free thinking. He recognized that, lack of
education was the main cause for the
backwardness of poor people.

Educate, agitate and organize are three
final words of our savior. According to Ambedkar
one must get educated before he is conducting
agitated thoughts for the movement, so that
people can organize with his support. A singular
role that Ambedkar played in the upliftment of
the untouchables in the early 20th century and
the importance that he gave to modern
education for their betterment deserves special
emphasis. In conferences, lectures and also in
meetings, Ambedkar encouraged untouchable
youth to acquire education in order to raise their
social status and image. His educational
contribution starts on a wider scale of educating
classes as well as masses starts with this work.
For Ambedkar, education was the main key to
open the doors of light, vision and wisdom. He
himself said, “Education is something which ought
to be brought within the reach of everyone. @
Organize:-

Educated and agitated minds will easily

&b _
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organize for a common mission. We must get
ourselves educated and our thoughts agitate so
that we can collectively organize. Agitated minds
for a common mission will help them to unite
and struggle for their common goal as one force.
Only education can bring this change. Ambedkar
had also given lot of emphasis on getting
education. He had given prime importance to
education. He further added that, “The backward
classes have come to realize that after all
education is the greatest material benefit for
which they can fight. We may forego material
benefits of civilization but we cannot forego our
rights and opportunities to reap the benefits of
the highest education fully. That is the
importance of education. From this point of view
he advised the backward classes to realize that
without education their existence is not safe.”

In Ambedkar’s idea on educate, agitate
and organize Ambedkar’s idea of giving
education and equal opportunity to the people
aims at removing the barriers in Indian Hindu
religious caste system and development of
backward caste as weli as all marginalized
communities. According to the social work
students, educate agitate and organize means
create power in people to experience basic
rights in the society, to achieve success in the
life and also struggle for social justice. In the
social work field Ambedkar’s idea about educate
agitate and organize is very much relevant in
the current context because in the indian society,
people are illiterate and they are not aware about
education as well as their basic rights of the life,
still people are facing caste discrimination in
society and lack of support and motivation®
Reformative Movement of Dalits :-

The earliest known historical people to
have rejected the caste system were Gautam
Buddha and Mahavira. Their teachings
eventually became independent religions called
Buddhism and Jainism. The earliest known
reformation within Hinduism happened during
the medieval period when the Bhakti movement

& Ramanuja actively encouraged the
participation and inclusion of Dalits. Ramany;;
took dalits disciples publicly into his fold ang
even took them into temple. He put forth the
dalit born Nammalvar as the philosophical head
of the sect and propagated Nammalvar’s works
as Dravidaveda. The Sikh reformist satnamj
movement was founded by Guru Ghasidas, born
a dalit family. Another notable guru was Gury
Ravidas was also a dalit. Other reformers, such
as JyotibaRaoPhuleAyyankali of Kerala ang
Ilyothee that’s of Tamil Nadu Worked for
emancipation of dalits.

The 1930 s save key struggle between
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s and Mahatma Gandhi over
whether Dalit would have separate or joint
electorates. Although he fail to get. Dr. B.R
Ambedkar for a joint electorate, Gandhi
nevertheless began the “harijanYatra” to help
dalit population. Palwankar Baloo, a dalit
politician and a cricketer, joined the Hindu
Mahasabha in the fight for independence.

In Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra and a few other regions, Dalit have
come under the influence of the neo-Buddhist
movement initiated by Dr. Ambedkar. In the 1950
s Dr. Ambedkar turned his attention to Buddhism
and traveiled to SriLanka to atterd a convention
of Buddhist scholars and monks. While
dedicating a new Boudh Vihar near Pune,
Dr.Ambedkar’s announced that he was writing
book on Buddhism, and that as soon as it was
finished be planned to make a formal conversion
to Buddhism. Dr. Ambedkar twice visited
Myanmar in 1954. The second time in order to
attend the third conference of world fellowship
of Buddhists in Rangoon. In 1955 is founded
Bharatiya Boudh Mahasabha, or the Buddhist
society of India. He completed his final work, the
Buddha and his Dhamma in 1956. it was published
posthumously. After meeting with Sri Lankan
Buddhist monk Hammalwa Saddhatissa.®

Prevention Atrocities Act
Untouchability:-

And

e —
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The prevention of atrocities Act is a tacit
acknowledgement by the Indian government
that caste relations are defined by violence both
incidental and systemic. In 1989, the
government of India passed the prevention of
Atrocities Act, which clarified specific crimes
against scheduled caste and scheduled tribes
a5 “atrocities” and created strategies and
punishmentsto counterthese acts. The purpose
of the Act was to curb and punish violence
against Dalits. Firstly, it clarified what the
atrocities were: both particular incidents of
harm and humiliation, such as the forced
consumption of noxious substances, and
systemic violence still faced by many Dalit’s,
especially in rural areas of India. Such systemic
violence includes forced labour, denial of access
totemple, Water and other public amenities, and
sexual abuse of Dalit women.

Secondly, Act created special courts to
try cases registered under the prevention of
Atrocities Act. Third, the Act called on States
with high levels of violence to appoint qualified
officers to monitor and maintain law and order.
The Prevention Atrocities Act gave fegal address
to Dalit’s, but only two states have created
separate special courts in accordance with law.
In practice the act has suffered from a near
complete failure in implementation. Police have
displayed a consistent unwillingness to the
register offences under the act. (5)

Dr. Ambedkar as a major contributor to Indian
constitution:-

Dr. Ambedkar had imprinted his mark of
talent and vision in drafting Indian Constitution.
His statesman quatities can easily visible each
and every article of Indian Constitution.
Ambedkar preferred the parliamentary system
In England than the Presidential System in
America. Dr. Ambedkar described the role of
President as “He is the head of the state but
not the Executive. He represents to nation but
does not rule the nation. He is the symbol of
the nation. His place in the administration is that

of a ceremomnial device on a seal by which the
nation’s decisions are made known. The
president of the indian union will be generally
bound by the advice of the Ministers. He can do

nothing contrary to their a
anything without their advic

He strongly supported for federal
system. He said “The Draft constitution is,
Federal Constitution is a much as it establishes
what may be called Dual polity. This Dual polity
under the proposed constitution will consist of
the union at the centre and the states at the
periphery each endowed with Sovereign powers
to be exercised in the field assigned to them
respectively by the constitution. The draft
constitution can be both unitary as well as
federal according to the requirements of time
and circumstances. In normal times, it is framed
to work as a federal system. But in times of war
it is so designed as to make it work as though it
was a unitary system

Dr. Ambedkar stated about Article 32that
“|t | was asked to name any particular article in
this as the most important an article without
which the constitution would be a nullity Iwould
not refer to any other article except thisone. It
is the very soul of the constitution and heart of
it”. Dr. Ambedkar said about independent
Election Commission that “the greatest
safeguard for purity of elections, for fairnessin
elections, wasto take away the matter from the
hands of the executive authority and to hand it
over to some independent authority”. He
remarked about the constitution as “It is
workable, it is flexible and it is strong enough
to hold the country together both in peacetime
and in war time. Indeed, if | may so, if things go
wrong under the new constitution, the reason
will not be that we had a bad constitution what
we will have to say is that man is vile" "
The Problem Of The Rupee:-

It will be noticed that he does not
propose to go back to the recommendations of
the Fowler Committee. All those, who have

dvice or can he do
e” 6
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regretted the transformation of the Indian
currency from a gold standard to a gold exchange
standard, have held that everything would have
been all right if the Government had carried out
in to the recommendations of that Committee
he does not share that view. On the other hand,
he fined that the Indian currency underwent that
transformation because the Government carried
out those recommendations. While some people
regard that Report as classical for its wisdom, |
regard it as classical for its nonsense. For he
find that it was this Committee which, while
recommending a gold standard, also
recommended and thereby perpetuated the folly
of the Herschel Committee, that Government
should coin rupees on its own account according
to that most naive of currency principles, the
requirements of the public, without realizing that
the latter recommendation was destructive of the
former. Indeed, as he argue, the principles of the
Fowler Committee must be given up, if we are to
place the Indian currency on a stable basis.®
feminist historian work:-

Ambedkar’s critique of patriarchy is both
limited and strategic and his prescriptions for
dalit women remain within the paradigm of
nationalist-reformist ideals of respectability.
i discern a tension between Ambedkar’s critique
of social hierarchy and his desire for a strong
and respectable dalit community, a tension
which seemed to be resolved through the
marginalization of dalit women. With Indian
independence and the promulgation of the
Indian Constitution, however, a subtle but
meaningful change in thought about gender
relations can be'discerned in Ambedkar’s
writings. This change can be linked to the
establishment of democracy and a legal and
political framework that reflected Ambedkar’s
commitment to the Universalist ideals of
equality and liberty. As opposed to Ambedkar’s
discussions of gender relations before 1950, his
thoughts on the issue after 1950 can be
categorized as feminist in that they represent

the ideals of a particular kind of politica|
modernity, one rooted in respect for the
individual as social agent and equality before
the law.

Researchers, however, have only
recently begun to analyze Ambedkar’s ideas on
gender. Nearly all accounts of Ambedkar’s work
begin by recounting his early experiences of
caste-based discrimination. D.C. Ahir narrates
the humiliating experiences Ambedkar endured
from his early days in primary school, where he
was forced to sit outside the classroom and
denied water, to his days working as a lawyer,
when he was harassed by his colleagues and
prohibited from drinking common water.(9

While these experiences are recounted
as formative moments in the development of
Ambedkar’s cultural and political critique of
caste, most accounts of his life do not discuss
his relations with his family. At most, one finds
brief mention of Ambedkar’s long friendship with
Fanny Fitzgerald, a British woman he first met
during his stay in London; Ambedkar’s second
marriage to Sharda Kabir, a Brahmin nurse, has
begun to surface in biographical sketches.

The influence of the significant dalit
women in his life, such as his mother, who
suffered an early death after giving birth to
fourteen children, of who only seven survived,
his paternal aunt, or his first wife, Ramabai,
however, has yet to be considered.

Gail Omvedt and Eleanor Zelliot have
provided remarkable historical studies of the
nineteenth century non-Brahman movements
that influenced Ambedkar’s anti-caste and
social reform work. These works demonstrate
how the critique of Brahmanism formulated by
Jotirao Phule and the Satyashodak Samaj

provided an influential template for struggles
against caste. (10

In the historiography on Ambedkar’s
efforts to eradicate untouchability and caste,
scholars often focus on Ambedkar’s divergence
from M. K. Gandhi in the means and ends of
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T hi beli i
annihilation of untouchability leved in the

, he saw virtue in
the caste system as an ideal type - in the
Weberian sense —of social Organization. He also

conc?ptualized untouchability as 3 problem for
the Hindu community that could only be resolved
through the repentance of upper-caste Hindus.
Ambedkar, however, viewed the empowerment
of dalits as a crucial element in creating social
change and called for the immediate removal
of caste-based encumbrances to theirlivelihood
and dignity.
Conclusion:- ;

Dr. Ambedkar’s was a short life and yet
a most remarkable one. He rose up from dust,
from being treated worse than an animal to
becoming the father of the indian Constitution,
Dr. Ambedkar was truly a multi-faceted
personality. A veritable emancipator of Dalits,
a great National leader and patriot, a great
author, a great educationalist, a great political
philosopher, a great religious guide and above
all a great humanist without any parallel among
his contemporary. All these facets of
Ambedkar’s personality had strong humanist
underpinnings. It is only regrettable that the
press in the past as well as the contemporary
has projected Ambedkar mainly as a great social
rebel and a bitter critic of the Hindu religion.
Critics of Dr. Ambedkar have ignored his basic
humanistic instincts and strong humanitarian
convictions behind his every act or speech
throughout his life. Thus we conclude Dr.
Ambedkar was one of the foremost makers of
Modern India. )

Several of the activists discussed in this
dissertation spent time abroad before they
became involved in transnational activism. Both
Martin Macwan and Ruth Manorama, for
example, cited time abroad, in whi.c.h they
learned about other minority communities and
met activists working on their beh.alf, as
formative experiences. These experiences
influenced their analysis of the problems of

dalits at home and generated new ideas about
their potential solutions. While firmly rooted in
the local experiences and histories of the dalits
they represent and advocate for, both activists
and the organizations they have founded — the
National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights,
Navsarjan Trust, and the National Federation for
Dalit Women — have also forged ties with groups
outside of India. By perceiving parallels in
historical experiences and structural positions in
society, they and other dalit activists have worked
against the “isolation” of dalits, a predicament
that disturbed Ambedkar decades earlier.
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«§alingrad cha powada™ first word he wrote is for
palits by universal means it’s dedicated to
revolutionist people. Why he wrote this ballad for
Stalingrad? What was the biological relationship of
his thoughts with Soviet Union? Answer 1s very
simple: he is socialist by heart and loved socialism
being a comrade. ke never expressed sadness about
the social injustice in Indian society: rather he

opposed nd hit it hard by words as vulnerable.

Socio-Economic Conditions of Dalits:-
Caste system in India is not only the age-old
and depth oriented socioecultural phenomenon but
it has also been working, since the remote period, as
the symbol of Indian social system specifically
characterized by hierarchical categories. In fact, one
of the Indian sub-continental tragedies is the
acceptance of the hierarchy of groups. This hierarchy
is based on the principle of purity and pollution
determined by birth. Much as we have entered into
21 st century marked by growing rationalization,
bureaucratization, democratization, secularization
and disenchantment of the world, the values that
would predominate the social order are affective
neutrality, universalities orientation, achjevement,
collectivism, equality, freedom and the like, yet the
stigma of caste-sysfem in India still exists anc! is still
practiced in everyday life. And all the modernists
principles witness lt
Facing each other, the untouchable (Dalits) and
the casté'Hindu exemplify the charécléristic
relaupnshlps of the dommated and the dominant, As
the dommant mpuse their ideas and Will on the
dommatcd, thcy oﬂ'er a scheme of justification 10
mamtain their position. The dommated on the other
haqd cither aocept such scheme or repute them in a
way suifable fo.secial circumstances”

Dalits Assertion and Dalit ldt,ntlty -

Dalits have been oppressed througllout the
recorded history of India, relegated to toiling and
engaging with *polluting’ tasks like agricultural
labour, disposing dead bodies, working with leather,
cleaning toilets and sewage cle. Many Indians
continue to believe. especially in rural Clreas, that
others would be polluted by their touch, or even by
their shadow. To avoid such “pollution” Dalits were
segregated and denied access 10 many community
facilities like schools, temples, wells, water tanks.
etc. To this day thousands of v illages have a separate
area for Dalit houses, separate wells for Dalits. class
rooms where Dalit children sit separately.

The term “Oalit” is of recent coinage though
the identity has a checkered history. The great leader
Dr. B.R Ambedkar made the word “dalit” well
known. He adopted that term after rejecting the term
‘Harijan’ meaning the “people of God” introduced
by Mahatma Gandhi. Elevating the so-called
untouchables intellectually by associating them with
the term “God” perhaps hid their problems from
the genera! public more than it helped them. So
Ambedkar chose a term that seeks to confront all
other commupiies of India. This lent a political
voice 1o the issye of caste discrimination®

Another term that gained currency for the identity
of the Dalits in the beginning of the 1930s nnd‘ is
still commonly used to identify the untouchable
casts was Harijan. It is a general miscongeption that
the term *Harijan’ was coined by Mahatma Ganéiﬁi.
In fact, it was ariginally used by Narsinha Meﬁta,
GUJaratt poet- -saint of the Bhakti’ tradltmn in the
medleval penod
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Anna Bhau Sathe the person who prOwded
the music that would heal the wounds of
untouchable workers

' Dr., Jadhav Shamal [lhlkr.m)

AsSLProf, in Home Science, Milllya Arts Science And Management ¢ jence College Beed (14, 5)

Keywords: - Objectives, Hypothesls, Discriminating boundaries, Mang-Mahar unlty and adver sity,
The Depressed Class Mission, Dr. Ambedkar and Matang Community, Soclal movement for

—_—

upliftment, Outcomes, Conclusion.

s —————

Intrmllu'linn:-

Anna Bhau Sathe and Baburao Bagul are such
VISionary writers, like many others mentioned above,
envisaged the future of Dalits and Dalit movement
M most comprehensive way. Anna Bhahu Sathe is a
dominant literary figure in Dalit Literature in

Maharashtra, A self educated/ lettered without any

formal education and swam deep into the ocean of

literature to bring out many literary unique diamonds.

Being unlettered, yet penned down many novels and

plays in Marahti literature, is probably the rarest of

rare example in the universe, unfortunately
unexplored by the mainstream literary readers and
critics. Annabhau Sathe is the founder figure of the
most powerful Dalit novels and short stories in Dalit
literature. Initially A. B. Sathe was influenced by
communist ideology and his literature reflects most
inclusive philosophy of Humanism. Anna Bhahu
Sathe inaugurated the first Dalit Sahitya Sammelan
(Literary Conference) held at Mumbai in 1958. In
his inaugural speech he emphatically expressed two

uniquely powerful ideas that the “The carth is not

balanced on the snakes head but on the strength of

Dalit and working class people™. Anna Bhahu here
underlines the supreme importance of Dalit and
working class people in the world set up.

He was born in 1920 into the Matang caste
(also known as Mang). Years later, even when his

parents migrated to Ihmlhl} in seareh of better
prospects, Anna Bhau was still witness 1o the
bratality of caste and capitalism, even in urhanized
ity spaces, The harsh world of Bombay tumed into
a classroom where he could learn, and it shaped the
music he would later create, As someone who wis
barely educated but possessed vist amounts of
talent, music for Anna Bhau became not only i ool
y “understand’ but also 1o assert, (o fight against
caste and capitalism, He was probably the
first shahir to expose the source of oppression in
Mumbai, which can be found in its posh localitics,
In *Mumbaichi Lawani® he writes:
“Mumbait Unchawari! Malabar [ills, Indrapuri
Kuberachi Vasti Tithe Sukh Bhogati! Paralat
Rahnare!

But his most powerful song was
the chakkad called *Majhi Maina Gawawar Rahili’
(My Maina has been left behind in the village) which
was, more or less, written during the Samyukt
Maharashtra movement (United Maharashtra) that
influenced a majority of the people, convincing them
to sec Mumbai as an integral part of Maharashtra.
Untouchable workers moved to the city of Bombay
in vast numbers to live a more dignified life, and
most of them participated in Ambedkar’s anti-caste
movement. Anna Bhau, on the other hand, remained

a communist for a long period of his life,
= 77 N
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o fight against caste and capitalism.

0
lo l.‘[“]‘lhll.\lst‘d on (hscrlmmmmn and

.‘-.ud that the untouchables should move to

citics

0 To trace the source of caste-class
sufferings.

0 To March towards Shigoan to receive
Ranoji with Jogini.

ll_\';mlllcsis:-

0 Using the Hindu popular mythological
image of snake bearing the globe.

0 Liberating and shielding Dalits from the
existing worldly.

0 Encouraging, moving, realistic delineation
of the dalit life.

0 Piled up inflictions, exploitation and
torture on backward class.

0 Generally unaware and sloppy about
Mangwada, the place where Mang community
vesides with their poverty stricken life.
Discriminating boundaries:-

There was a reason for this. According to Sharad
Patil. a noted scholar of the Marx-Phule-Ambedkar
schools of thought. “Fakira is the best novel by Anna
Bhau Sathe. To show that the cactus-like boundary
line between the colonies of Mahar-Mangs

(untouchables) including Fakira, and Kulkarni-Patil

(Savarnas) was that of the class system instead of

caste system is the responsibility imposed on this

——

communist Mang writer. During the time of Fakira.
certainly, the caste system was much stronger than

the class system in villages in Maharashtra. But.

since it was 1mpnmi on the mind of Anna Bhau

that the suftering of an untouchable peasant is equal

to suffering of the touchable peasant in terms of
s unable 10
trace the source of caste-class sufferin gs.” Despite
of Brahmin

communists and being abandoned by them in the
ite, and

last years of his life, he continued to wril

its class. unsurprisingly. his talent wa

him witnessing the cunning

more prominently, sing.
Jacques Attali says. “Music is more than

an object of study. It is a way of perceiving the

world. A tool of ‘understanding’. With this
proposition, if we look at the birth
of shahiri and jalsas in Maharashtra, then the on¢
thing we notice is that music as a composition of
sounds ~ was given a ‘social’ consciousness
through shahiri. By this, I mean that music by
Ambedkarite shahirs has been used to break down
the shackles of social prejudices and norms. which
prohibited them from ‘understanding’ life through
‘reading” and *writing"."

Despite him witnessing the cunning of Brahmin
communists and being abandoned by them in the
last vears of his life, he continued to write, and
more prominently, sing.

Many decades have passed since his death. but his
chakkad *Majhi Maina Gawawar Rahili’ still
moves people deeply. whenever it is played. It s
considered a classic in the history of shahiri in
Maharashtra, Through this song. he voiced the pain
of an entire generation of untouchable workers,
who migrated from the villages to cities in search
of a life of dignity.

Mang-Mahar unity and adversity:-

Annabhau Sathe & His Philosophy Vol-1
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Overdll the noyel Fakira is a finest example of
Dalit expression and o great lesson and model
reflecting the rarest grit to live even in an utmost
adversity, The Mang-Mahar unity is one of the most

salient features of Annabhau Sathe’s masterpiece

novel “Fakira’, In an entire plot of the novel Dalits
stands unified to wrestle adversities of their lives. The
misfortunes are tackled as an intimate group with
deepest faith and belief. Fakira, the protagonist,
distributes the Jooted wealth of Besadgoan equally
among all dalits underscores the dalit brotherhood.
Annabhau’s heroes are morally upright and ideal
individuals, They fight against injustice be it against
them or be it even for others. Fakira, Sattu,
Vishnupant, Ranba are all Annabhau’s dominant
characters stand apart as a class of their own in the
entire Dalit literature and demand further deliberation
by the critics. They demonstrate anger, rejection,
rebelliousness, sacrifice for community and humanity
hence are the epitome of morals and values, The fight
against Britishers and pillaging their, actually Indian,
wealth for the sake of poor peasants, workers is a
huge venerable and courageous act they put on
display.

Mukanayk, Pashan and Dr. Babsaheb
Ambedkar’s biography is an extensive literary works
of Baburao Bagul. He, in true sense, supported
Annabhau Sathe, Shankararo Kharat’s projection of
Dalits. Annabhau productively attempted to inspire
and ignite the dalit youth and Baburao Bagul made
them act. Bagul’s ‘Jenvha Mi Jat Chorli Hoti® is the
first collection of short story published in 1963 which
earned him great name and fame and established him
a writer.?

He joins the duty and at the outset only faces a
question ‘what is your caste? Baffled with an
unexpected question author chooses to avoid it and

e

hows an anger with the questiof. But due 1o s
show g

| jor, mast
sophistlcated behavior: ma
Sanskril language the peop
at he i o casle
hink that he is an upper €85

1 on rent and for some
one day a huge mob of

ery over both Hindi ang
le around him tend y,
person. He is offereg

days the things wep
arooh

smoothly but suddenly

people starts thrashing him..

The Depressed Class Missufn:.- |
The Depressed Class MISSIOI.I Il(f?d d mce[.mg

on 15-4-1923 at Bhokarwadi in their m!?swnabhce_

ever, the followers of V.R. Shinde did not allow

How _
attend the meeting. In order to protest

the leaders to e '
against it, the leaders held a meeting just opposite

to the place at Sir padamji farm and protested

Shinde. Finally K.K. Sakat, T.S. Gaikwad resigned

from their posts® Matang Parishad had their second
conference on 12th and 13th May 1923 at Kondave,
Dist Satara, The conference was chaired by Shri.
Sitaram Babaji Landage. In this conference.
following resolutions were made:
I .Unpleasentness was shown for the separate

settlements for Mangs and Ramoshis.

ii. The demand was placed to appoint a Mang
representative at Bar Council.

iii. The daily reporting to police station of Mangs
should be stopped.

iv. The Mangs should be given the lands of local
board at 1/4th price.
On Saturday 23rd May 1923 a public meeting was
organized by Matang community at Mumbai.
Narayan Savalaram Kamble, a singer presided the
meeting. Shri. Waghmare and Shri. Bhingardeve
spoke in the meeting ¥
Dr. Ambedkar and Matang Community:-

Dr. Ambedkar writes, ‘Society is a ship’, while
voyaging in a ship if someone purposely or with an
intention to play a prank on or because of one’s

el

e
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.. gwn caste a well’. Dr. Ambedkar warns other

1:;51-:5 as well that. it is their responsibility too, to
Jholish (he caste system. In the first issue of
.gahishkrut Bharat” under the column ‘Bahishkrut
vargachi Sanghatana’ with the name ‘Savyasachi’
he had written, “a certain Mang brother, coming
under the words of others is axing their own
movement. |

On the contrary the Mahar brothers have
«asted money like water for other untouchab] esand
have given rise to the movement....of which the
henefit is taken by Mang and chambhar'as" well”.
Mangs don’t go for movements; on the contrary they
only take the benefit of those moveménté is an
allegation by Mahars against the Mangs since 1927.
There may be some fruth in the whole qﬁ"ﬁir bu the
tesult of this allegation is that, the Mang community
hesalways temained away from Mahass. Even then,
the M,'ﬂng community Wa_é' trying fo _qrganiSE

themselves, was giving responses to the happenings

' commﬁnit& had bégun from 1923. The first leader

1.927‘ the
untouchables in Mahad were beaten up by uppet
casles
People which was publically condemnded bY
Matang community at Chalisgaon in Khandesh.
They had published pamphlets in this regard
Social movement for upliftment:-

The storm that rose at the political ris¢ of
Dr. Ambedkar, a bold man called Shripati Shinde
belonging to Matang community firmly backed Dr-
Ambedkar by sending telegram to the British Govt.
is a rare incident, but holds great importance in
the political career of Dr. Ambedkar. In the round
table conference Dr. Ambedkar demanded a
separate constituency for the untouchables. Even
Muslims and Sikhs had voiced the same demand
for their communities. The British Govt. had
agreed upon these demands and then Mahatma
Gandhi began his historical fast unto death. Gandhi
had put his life at stake and Dr. Ambedkar became
controversial on the national level because of his
political stand. By this time a Mahar leader from
Ambedkar’s movement G. A. Gavai from
Vidharbha took care of Gandhi’s life by answering
Mahatmaji, “your life is precious for us. There
would not be apy harm even if we don’t get any
seats in thé body of laws. Gavai also was a
promising man, He and Thavare from Vidhrabha
had taken opposite stand against Dr. Ambedkar
during the conference of “Madhya Prantiya
Depressed Class” organised on the background of
Simon Commiésion in 1929. They had organized
separate conferences.”

The social movement in the ‘Mahar
community” seems to have begun by Valangar
Babi. Dr. Ambedkar’s social moyement began in
1920 but the social moyement in Matang
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the untouchab|eg conference at N
backed Maharishj Shinde in the §

and, however in
agpur the Mangs

hinde-Ambedkar
conflict, which means that the Mangs supported the

political stang of Maharshi Shinde which again
means the Mangs opposed Dr. Ambedkar’s politic

al
stand. The Montague-Chemsford meet w

as of little
US€ to untouchables; consequently it did not benefit

even the Matang community, ?
Outcomes:-

0 There would be stop dalit exploitation by
money lenders.

0]

They were encouraged by some hungry
Supporters and plan to fight against the odd
rather than dying meekly.

0} On behalf of Annabhau Sathe distributed
the food grains equally among all the Daljt
families,

(0] It deals with potential of perversencss of
fundamental rights.

(0] It will be able to understand the policy of
upper class towards lower categories,
Conclusion:-

He had to hide his caste hence author calls jt
“Jenvha Mi Jat Chorli Hoti". At the end when
Kashinath challenges the mob showing a big bright
knife they all run away but the author is badly injured
and abused, destroyed all the things in room and
tore out all his certificates. When Kashinath
questions him ‘Jenvha Mi Jat Chorli Hoti’ why and

how did }'()ll_lll.l.ll-.'rillc the attack and ROt beatey, '
Baburao Bagul replies, *Twas not beater by
thent but by Manu’. The story ends with thes,
words. The story is potentially a depictioy,
poisoncd mindsets with ‘lhc .lhrflii'.hl': 0
untouchability- a social evil poisoning o,
psyche. Close study of the \\'urkﬁ.f o Buburao By
reflects his belief that Ambedkarism and Maryjs
both the ideologies perpetrate social equalities gy
insist on emancipation and frecdom. Same is gy,
the rumination of Annabhau Sathe who persong||y
was activist and practiced Marxist, though rejecteq
it later, supported Ambedkarism. Both Annabhay
Sathe and Baburao Bagul make the exploited map
as the center of their art and his emancipation
thereby taking him to a brightest future is the
optimistic approach these authors nurture. They
also have brooded over the dalit women; the trip]y
exploited class of Indian society and have
adequately projected the life of dalit women.
Sathe and Bagul both are highly conscious
in fostering their characters and do not attempt to
run away from the grim reality of being dalit and
keep that Dalithood and consciousness alive as if
itisa pre condition. But both make hard endeavors
to emancipate the dalits from the shackles of the
caste, culture, religion and the Hindu dominant
biases. But it is also the fact that Annabhau, the
literary giant, is ignored by both the mainstream
and more sadly and shockingly, by the Dalit
thinkers, critics and authors. It would be
enormously in the interest of knowledge of Indian
society, dalits and history to hold both Baburao
Bagul and Annabhau Sathe’s literature to inspect

the class- caste dimension in Maharashira.

——

—_——
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views of Sardar Patel towards the Indian state.

Dr.Mohammed Khayyum
Milliya college Beed.

Introduction:- _
The immediate fallout of the freedom of the country
was the creation of two distinct nations, namely, India and
Pakistan. The native princes were allowed to join either of .
the two proposed countries according to their choice. A
country, invested with such a large number of Free states,
could not have dreamt of political consolidation in such an
environment. It was quite likely that those princes could have
formed a third force and contributed towards its disintegration
rather than its further consolidation. Faced with such a critical
and complex situation, the mantle of finding out a solution
with a view to avoid the disintegration the Congress party
had cultivated political awakening and democratic thinking in
the minds of individuals of all sections of the society of the

country fell upon Sardar Patel. Sardar’s Patel task was to create

political consciousness in the minds of the people of those
de their princes to merge

states and simultaneously to persua ; o4
with the union of India so as 10 form a strong united India

after the departure of the British. | _—
By tactful method, by promising privy purses, throug

his friendly advice, and sometimes by s'tern.an.d stlrlor;]g
administrative measures, he could succeed in bnngfng a t e
rulers together merging their states into t!’le Inc[nlzp u::;lc;r;
without any bloodshed. The final tqsk of nation bui Tg e
found its success in the competent and strong hands of Sar jar

Partet:
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vallabhbhai Patel is known for his successful

accomplishment of various Satyagraha moven.'nents,
particularly the Satyagraha at Bardoli that earned him the
coveted title of 'sardar’ and become 2 path-blazer for
subsequent movements and developments in the Indian
National Struggle. He was also an active participant in the
non-violent Civil Disobedience Movement against the payment
of raised taxes. Government had to surrender to this revolt
and since then he was known as the Sardar Patel. If we view
the freedom struggle as a oné long succession of events,
ultimately culminating in the attainment of its avowed
objective of Independente, We find Sardar Patel enacting
different roles in it at, different times, and at different places
especially India.

secondly, Vallabhbhai is known for his successful
accomplishment of various Satyagraha movements,
particularly the satyagrahaat Bardoli that earned him the
coveted title of ‘Sardar’ and become a path-blazer for
subsequent movements and developments in the Indian
National Struggle. Thirdly, although less known, is his
contribution to the framing of the Constitution of India, that
was popularly adopted by the People of the Sovereign
* Democratic Republic of India on 26th January, 1950, cannot
be overlooked. The vivacious role enacted by Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel in these three spheres of his national life,
namely, the Freedom Struggle, Unification of India and the
Constitution of India, may be justifiably termed as his
contribution to nation building. The present study has explored

and critically evaluated Sardar Patel’s Contribution to India’s
freedom struggle.

—
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| see that these \5 days have taught you to cast off
fear from your hearts. You are, however, not completely fre
from it. Some traces \ of fear ‘are still visible. Shake it offy\f\/he
need you fear? If anything, 1-he Government has cau'se tz
fear. No civilized Government can govern without the consent
of tne governed. At the present moment they govern because
your eyes are blind-folded, you are deluded into the belief
that they* are keeping you in peace and prosperity. It is not a
reign of peace but a reign of fear. You have lost the capacity of
righteous indignation against wrong. The absence of it is
cowardice. | go about in your villages at the dead of night
sometimes without even once being asked, “Halt”! Who goes
there?” In these villages not a dog barks and not a buffalo
flourishes its horns at a stranger. It is your acquiescence that?
has been your undoing. | want to inoculate you with
fearlessness. | want to galvanize you into life. | miss in your
eyes the flash of* indignation against wrong.

CONSTRUCTIVE WORK:-
The foregoing perhaps shows you how uninterested

| am in many things that interest the intelligentsia. | am not
interested in loaves and fishes, or legislative honors. The
peasantry does not understand these; they are little affected
by them. | believe that Gandhiji’s eleven points mean the
substance of Swaraj. That which does not satisfy them is no
-~ Swaraj. (Whilst | would respect the rights of landlords, Rajas,
Maharajas and others to the extent that they do not hurt the
sweating millions, my interest lies in helping the downtrodden
to rise from their state and be on a level with the tallest in
the land). Thank God, the gospel of Truth and Non-Violence
has given these an inkling of their dignity and the power they
Possess. Much still remains to be done. But let us make up

———
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our minds that we exist for them, not they for- us. Let us shed
our petty rivalries and jealousies, religious feuds and let
everyone realize that the Congress represents and exists for
the toiling millions ‘and it will become an irresistible power

working not for greed Or power but for the sake of common
humanity.1)

There is one part of the constructive programme which
| have not dealt with already; that is the all important work of
removing untouchability. The recent heroic struggle on the
part of the nation would have been more glorious if Hindus
had purged Hinduism of this evil. But heroism or glory apart,
no Swaraj would be worth having without this supreme “act
of self-purification, and even if Swaraj is won whilst this stain
continues to blacken Hinduism, it would be as insecure ‘as a
Swaraj without a complete boycott of foreign cloth. ¢ In,
conclusion, | may not forget our brethren overseas. Their lot
in South Africa, in East Africa and in the other parts of the
world is still hanging in’ the balance. Deenabandhu Andrews
is happily in South Africa helping our countrymen. Pandit
Hirdaya Nath Kunzru has specialized in the Indian question in
East Africa. The only consolation the Congress can give is to
assure them of its sympathy. They know that their lot must
automatically improve to the extent that we approach our
goal. In your name | would appeal to the Governments
concerned to treat with consideration the members of a
nation which is bound at a very early date to, enter upon her
heritage and which * means ill to no nation on earth. We ask
them to extend to our nationals the same treatment they
would have us, when we are free, to extend to theirs. This is
surely not asking too much. » | invite you to conduct your
proceedings, over which you have asked me to preside, in a
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e e
manner befitting the grave occasion at which we have met.
pifferences of opinion are bound to exist; but | trust that
everyone here will co-operate to make our-deliberations
digniﬁed and conducive to the attainment of our goal.2)

Savior:
patel saved India from the machinations of the ruling

British, and thereby did not allow large Hindu majority areas
to fall into the hands of Jinnah. In 1946, in an undivided India,
the Cabinet Mission was giving away to Jinnah a Pakistan
comprising the whole of Punjab and Bengal, besides Hindu
~ Assam, as fully autonomous parts of Groups B and C. Gandhi
favored the plan since it preserved India’s unity. In his “paternal
pride” as Congress president, Azad seemed totally committed,
confident of securing Congress acceptance. He thought that it
would not only keep India united, but also safeguard Muslim
interests. Nehru, however, voiced his opposition to grouping,
as it related to the NWFP and Assam. He even suggested that
there was “a big probability” that “there will be no grouping”.
Patel was more blunt than others in telling Wavell that the
mission’s “proposed solution was ‘worse than Pakistan’, and
he could not recommend it to Congress”.3)

India’s partition, as conceived by Churchill in 1945 as
Britain’s prime minister, was implied in Attlee’s policy
statement of 20 February.1947. It clearly meant the creation
of Pakistan in one form or other, but in a divided India. Under
I, too, Jinnah was to get the whole of Punjab, Bengal, and
Assam., Patel immediately countered it with a policy statement
::dbehalf of the Congress, demanding a division of Punjab—
AssaOf Bengal by implication—thereby saving Assam for India.

M was predominantly Hindu, whereas in Bengal the

H-
Mdus were 49% as against 51% Muslims.
\
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Builder:

Attlee’s statement of 20 February categorically stated

transference of power to the princely states, simultaneously
with India and pakistan, thus making the princes completely
independent on 15 August. This would have led to the creation
of a “Third Dominion”, comprising confederations of princely

states, and thereby throwing open possibilities of some of

the states going over 10 pakistan, in u3ssociation”, if not

ugccession”. This book discusses SOME of the conspiracies
hatched in that direction, which patel scotched with rare
boldness, backed by his towering personality that exuded
unquestioning friendliness towards the princes. The states
involved were major ones like Travancore, Hyderabad,
Junagadh, Jamnagal, and Jodhpur, and some Central Indian
states. Through his diplomatic manoeuvres, Patel secured
~ ugecession” of all states prior to 15 August, before they could
be made independent on par with India and pakistan, thereby
gaining equal status. The exceptions were those of Junagadh
and Hyderabad— Kashmir too, but it was under Nehru's charge.
On the ashes of defunct empire, Patel created a New India—
strong, united, put in a steel-frame. That frame was the Indian
Administrative service, which kept a subcontinent bound
together as a single unit despite disparities of politics and
economy. As savior and builder, Patel played decisive roles
that took India to new pinnacles of success and glory after

centuries.4)
professional Politics — A New Occupation

patel developed public political life as @
important channel for people’s energies. This process began
in modern Ahmadabad with the arrival of Gandhi in 1915.
Within three years, Gandhi and Patel were functioning virtually

L —

valid,
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45 head of state and head of party, respectively, in Gujarat.

Gandhi pitched his ceu.mpE?ign on a I."uigh moral plane knowing
that the earthy orgaﬁnl-satlonal requirements would be carried
out by vallabhbhai. 3 Patel meanwhile was assured that the
organisation he was building was linked into the top of the
Congress hierarchy through Gandhi. Together they created a
strik-ing power in both state and national councils of the
Congress unmatched by any other politicians. Gandhi was free
to move about the all-India stage with-out having to worry
about maintaining his home base in Gujarat. Contrast, for
example, Subhash C_handra Bose whose national activities had
to be limited by the time and effort he needed to maintain
his Bengal base.5)

~ Patel, in turn, could invoke Gandhi’s charisma and
programme to give inspiration to his more mundane
organizational tasks. Patel’s aggressive speeches in the
municipality, his work for better water and drainage systems,
his staying in Ahmadabad during ‘the 1917 plague, his work
in flood relief in Ahmadabad in, 1917, and his work in the
Kheda satyagraha gave people a new concept of the scope
and significance of public life. They expanded the meaning of
politics in a modernizing society and linked it to traditional
virtues of social service. They revealed new arenas for
developing self-respect. During Vallabhbhai’s tenure, the
president of the municipality became the first citizen of the
city and even the government officials, including the Collector
and the Commissioner, began to-accept this.”
THE INDIAN STATES: India is a land of diversities linguistic,
ethnic, cultural, and religious as well as many others. This has
led to the formation of a large number of small states. As
Observed by Gurumukhi Nihal Singh: “Nature has made India

—
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a more or less self-sufficient unit, but historical accidents have
divided her into a large number of separate political entities”
Even in the earlier stages of civilization there had never been
an occasion when the whole country had completely been
under a single government. The political integration of the
country was never possible. Moreover, the concept of a nation
also did not exist.7)

India, instead of being a nation, was divided into a
number of small states. These were having a separate entity
of their fighting among themselves all the time. Political unity
among these states was thus non existent. However, they were
able to defend themselves against external aggressions either
singularly or collectively. The rulers of these states used to
look after the welfare of their subjects; they had managed to
establish a kind of brotherhood among the people. There was
no party system and the states were governed by the kind
who supposedly gained legitimacy through heredity as an
accepted head. Democratic institutions were non existent in
these small states. Attempts were, however, made by some
rulers to consolidate the country into one unit. Rulers like
Ashoka of the Mayura dynasty, Chandra Gupta of the Gupta
dynasty, Harshavardhan of the northern India had made
attempts in this direction but their success was
not remarkable.8)

Doctrine of paramountcy:-

The doctrine of Paramountcy was a peculiar strategy
evolved by the British for governing the relations with the
states. As observed by Shankar. “Paramountcy meant that the
States accepted Suzerainty of the British government and the
government of India, to- carry out directions given to them by
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the Government of India. It was convenient to the British -
government to refuse to define paramountcy”.9)

Paramountcy was a special system concerning the
relationship of the states with the British government. The
states had to cooperate with the government on matters of
all-India policies in respect of railways, post and telegraphs,
and defense. The crown representatives sometimes used to
station an army, construct railways on a part of the states,
and used to take the administrative control of the area. States
had a series of agreements with the British government. In
addition to that, the crown representative could seek military
assistance from the government of India in case he found it
necessary for the protection of the ruler from an external
aggression an internal revolt. 10)

The relation of the states with the paramount power
was based on latter’s military strength and the states were
the subordinate allies. The relationship between the states
and the British crown thus remained as long as the British
power existed in India. The position of the Indian states and
their relation with the British Government were well-defined
through various treaties and declarations by the British
Government from time to time. .

There were two possibilities with regard to the position
of the states after the lapse of paramountcy. At the time of
the withdrawal of the British power in India, one possibility
was that the states might become completely free and
independent sovereign states without having any control
exerted over them by the two newly formed states of India
and Pakistan. Such a possibility was very much dangerous since
the result would have been that the country would be divided

———
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into a number of states which would not have sufficient

resources of their own for their liabilities.
SARDAR PATEL AND THE QUESTION OF THE STATES

Sardar Patel formed one-third of the triumvirate that
~ helped modern-day India realize both national independence
and integration. The historical contributions of Mohandas -
Gandhi (the father of the nation’) and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
(India’s first Prime Minister) in the Indian independence
struggle are well known and have been recounted in numerous
forms. The contributions of Patel, who played a leading role
i the last and perhaps most critical phase of the birth of the
nation, appear less familiar and even less explored. Patel's
influence, however, is of such significance that his monikers,
such as the “Iron Man” and «gismarck” of India, acknowledge
his pivotal intergroup leadership on the world stage. Nehru
described him as the “Builder and Consolidator of New India”
(Krishna, 2007). The Manchester Guardian observed that
without Patel, “Gandhi’s ideas would have less practical
influence and Nehru’s idealism less scope. Patel was not only
the organizer of the fight for freedom, but also the architect
of the new state when the fight was over” (as cited in Krishna,
2007, p. 2). :

While an extensive exploration of Patel's life is beyond
the scope of this article, a brief sketch of for the sake of context
may be helpful. Born as the fourth son of an impoverished
farmer in the small Gujarati village of Nadiad, Patel’s early
years appear marked by a love for education and a willingness
to challenge the status quo, a characteristic attributed to the
influence of his father (Krishna, 2007). Biographers describe
him as a bold and outspoken student who frequently stood
up for his classmates, even staging a walkout in the sixth grade

—
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when he observed a teacher misbehavin
patel desired to follow in his brother’s o
a lawyer, an expensive and difficylt Proposition considering
his family’s lack of finances. There was, however, a policy in
those days that allowed private candidates to sit for the public
exam. Patel managed to save enough money to travel to
England, and through disciplined self-study, borrowing books,
and observing lawyers in local courts, managed to pass the
bar. The two brothers took on a variety of cases and Patel
soon developed a reputation as a successful lawyer: Patel soon
became involved in local politics, helping resolve several
community disputes in noteworthy fashion. A turning point
. in his life occurred when he attended a rally to hear fellow
Gujarati attorney, and by that time well-known national
activist, Mohandas Gandhi. Patel was so inspired by Gandhi’s
message that he joined the Indian National Congress and the
growing movement for independence.

Patel would soon play a key role in the first of what
would become many of Gandhi’s satyagrahas (nonviolent
resistance campaigns) including the historic Salt March to
Dandi in 1930 (Saggi, n.d.). Krishna (2007) noted that Patel
became the “backbone” of Gandhi’s agitations, describing him
as Gandhi’s “John the Baptist” (p. 45). Patel helped the
Congress party negotiate with the British, as well as the Muslim
League, winning several victories along the way and impressing
Gandhi with his political rhetorical, administrative, and
organizational skills. Patel would, over the course of the
freedom struggle, spend months in jail for his political activities.
With Gandhi’s support, Patel was soon elected Congress
President in 1931 and Chairman of the Parliamentary Board
-in 1939, He was given the honorary title “Sardar,” by Gandhi,

8

g (2007; Saggi, n.d.).
otsteps and become
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meaning “leader” or “chief” He went on to hold other key
roles; including being the Indian representative on the Partition
Council and becoming the first country’s Home Minister. He
also founded the Indian Administrative Services, 2 civil service
entity that would help unify the diverse nation. The experience
of working with and through the people around him helped
set the stage for patel’s role in helping integrate the nation in
the wake of independence.

THE INTERGROUP LEADERSHIP OF SARDAR PATEL
The first step Patel took in this arduous task was to

meet with the princes as a group, something which he did
soon after his inauguaratibn as Home Minister. The decision
for a group meeting is similar to Kanter’s first proposition of
intergroup leadership, Convening Power, which involves
bringing subgroups together, as well as the initial steps
described by Pittinsky & Simon (2007) and Heifetz (2002; 2009).
As a prelude to their meeting he made an appeal to the princes
where he communicated his vision for the nation, hoping at
the same time to allay their fears regarding the future and
their place in it (Krishna, 2007; Menon, 1955), “Our mutual
conflicts and internecine dquarrels and jealousies have, in the
past, been the cause of our downfall...We cannot afford to
fall into those errors or traps again..The safety and
preservation of the States, as well as India, demand unity and
mutual cooperation between its different parts. (2007, p. 91)
patel followed up his address with a personal meeting with
the princes in December 1947. He encountered resistance from
several of the princes at this meeting, yet Patel was both
diplomatic and direct. He made it clear that the path forward
involved compromise by all parties, thus acknowledging the
loss that Heifetz (2002) described as a critical part of adaptive

—

|
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work. He also assured the group of his Personal inve
the process, “l have come...not as 3 representative
paramountcy or of any foreign power, but as a me
family trying to solve a family problem” (Krishna 20
This first meeting with the working group was’on
over the course of several months as Patel organized informal
social gatherings among the various rulers as 3 venue for them
to engage in dialogue about the future. It was in these
meetings where loyalties were refashioned, boundaries
spanned, and divides crossed in search of 3 solution. The
working group would also gather for lunch meetings at Patel’s
home in Delhi. At these gatherings Patel appealed to the
shared values of patriotism, responsibility, and the enduring
duty of princely rulers to care for their people. Though at
times he encountered fierce resistance, delay tactics, and

political brinksmanship, he continued to meet with the rulers
at various times and places throughout the country. He was
consistent in maintaining a call for unity and reconciliation.
Eventually he was rewarded with many of the rulers agreeing
to join the country through this forum of open dialogue.
Sardar’s Scheme: To build up an Indian nation through
the process of bloodless integration was a unique work that
was achieved by Sardar Patel. The country which was never
united as a nation could be brought under one banner only

3t

Stment in
of the old
mber of a
07, p. 95),
e of many

through the peaceful process of accession of the states. It was -

indeed integration without confrontation and an important
step towards nation building. Sardar Patel believed in the
strength of the people; he had great hold on the.masses.
Especially in Gujarat, people had great regard for him. They
considered him as an excellent leader of the nation. Through
his own disciples, he could establish a strong network of

—
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political activity in various states of Gujarat. The All India
States’ People’s conference was the proof of the State People’s
alertness about their democratic rights.11)

Patel wanted to rouse the political consciousness in
the minds of the people of the states. He also wanted to get
through with the process of integration as a spontaneous
action. Though he depended on the support of the people of
the states, yet he moved cautiously so that at no moment
could the possibility of any external interference be faced on
avoided. He knew that a decision had to be taken quickly and
the process should be completed without delay, otherwise,
there might rise dangers leading to a complete failure. He

observed:
“In the world of today where distances are fast

shrinking and Masses are being brought into touch with the
latest Administrative amenities, it is impossible to postpone
for a day Longer than necessary, the introduction of measures
which Would make the people realize that their progress is
also Proceeding at least on the lines of their neighboring
area...12) -
_ Patel sought the goodwill and support of the Princes
for free and united India.48 Thinking some. princely states, at
the beginning, were against surrendering their sovereignty,
Patel, through his stern warnings, put an end to their desire
~ and ultimately otherwise made them fall in line with other
states directly or indirectly. As Prabhudas Patwari has written:
“Sardar knew it well that a delay meant a disaster and
so by wooing and also at time by speaking bluntly to the
recalcitrant and by nipping in the bud the nefarious designs
of some of the princely states by a close watch on the events
within their territories. He could bring home to the Princely
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order that their interests were not separable from those of
their people”....13)

The other action that Sardar took was aimed at
restoring and building up confidence in the minds of the
princes. He realized that if the princes could consider him as
their friend, they would listen to his advice. They needed to
be convinced that their interest would be safe in the hands of
sardar Patel. Such a human touch was necessary to restore
confidence in the minds of the Princes. Unless such a
confidence was developed, the princes would not agree to
surrender all their properties and power for the sake of
patriotism.14) '

Constitutional Provision in Integration:

In the beginning, it was decided that the States would
accede to the Union on three subjects and the constitution of
the States would be framed by the people of the States, but
most of the States did not have any organized administration
and People’s representation in the Government, and, for them
it was extremely difficult to frame a constitution. When the
States came closer to the Union, it was agreed that the
constitution of the States should follow the constitution of
the provinces and the same might be formed by the
Constituent Assembly and subsequently ratified by the people
of the States. Thus as the States came closer to the Union, the
differences between the States and provinces could be
eliminated. The people of the States could thus form an
integral part of the Indian Nation. Sardar, in his speech of
October 12, 1949, explained the reason for including the
provision of privy purses in the constitution. He explained
the conditions in 1947 when the country was in the process
of balkanization and how the princes cooperated with the

——
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Government by surrendering all of their kingdoms to the
Government of India. Sardar felt that the payment of privy
purses was not a big thing in comparison to the amount spent
by the rulers. He appealed to the members to give a realistic
consideration to that aspect and agreed with him.15)

He pointed out that the settlement of accession was
on the assurance of the payment of privy purses and that
they should not go back on our words. Thus, the constitution
contained two clauses 291 and 362, which safeguarded the
payment of the privy purses to the rulers. Sardar, however,
kept the issue open to review at a later date by carefully
formulating the provision of the Privy Purse. He explained the
events leading to complete accession of States and declared:
“« Unlike the scheme of 1935 our new constitution is not an
alliance between democracies and dynasties, but really a union
of the Indian people built on the basic concept of sovereignty
of the people. It removed all barriers between the people of
the states and the people of provinces and achieves for the
first time the objective of a strong democratic India”...16.
Conclusion:- '

Sardar will always be remembered as the man who
laid the foundation stone for a United India. The complex
process of integration of the Princely State, which ended with
success, has paved the way for the stability and prosperity of
the country. In the face of partition, it was not sure whether
the departure of the British power from India would create a
vacuum and leave behind the possibility of creating a third
force contributing towards the balkanization of the country.
Even the initiators of partition were not fully convinced
regarding the establishment of peace and harmony in the
post-partition period.
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The integration of the princely states in India was handled in
2 well-organized manner by Sardar. The pattern of integration
was also not identical in case of all the states. Sardar could
visualize the socio-political environment in the various states
based on which, his action-plan was formulated to suit the
requirement. It is unimaginable what a spade work he did to
obtain the political information of the various states to
formulate his action plan. His association with the State’s
people was very close. By virtue of his ingenuity, he followed
the path of persuasion with friendly states, threats with smaller
states and even confrontation with the states which were
found to be unmanageable through normal channels of action
programme. The after effect of the integration process is also
interesting from the point of the contribution it had made in
the nation-building activity. Though at the time of merging
the states into the dominion of India, certain complexities
like misunderstanding and enmity developed between the
ruling Congress party and the rulers of the States, the same
did not persist for a long time but ended in a happy note of
mutual adjustment. |

As Sardar could generate confidence in the minds of
the people of the various states, his task in bringing back
normalcy and healthy administrative set up in the integrated
states became easier. The mechanics of integration of the
states turned out to be so simple that the total number of
five hundred and odd states could be integrated in a short
span of time without even a single drop of blood being shed.
Sardar’s overall managemént of the integration system has
Proved to be far Superior to any other integration process in
the world surpassing the ingenuity of Germany. The efforts of
Sardar have led the country towards democratization and

e —
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prosperity through the economic steps which were taken in
the post-integration period. The absence of a third force has
resulted in the solidarity of the country and we are now poised
for great promises in the coming years as one of the recognized
nations of the world. Sardar’s role in the dynamics. of nation
building through the process of integration has paved the
way for a Glittering future of the country. The integration of
the princely states thus acted as a synchronizing phenomenon
and established a State of balance between chaos and
segmentation and solidarity of the newly born Indian Union.
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. o Bridges: The Intergro
Bulldlngof Sardar vallabhbhai Patel

prof. Shaikh Gafoor Ahmed
Milliya Sr. College Beed.

INTRODUCTION
= Leadership

i the twenty-first century requires not only
a specialized set of skills, but a new ‘mindsethgz?:amegzﬂ
shifts in geopolitics, demographics, tec g};, "
globalization,among other changes, call for‘ fresh ways 9 s;g;) 7g
and understanding the world around us. Tichy & Bennis ( ]1
used a sporting metaphor to compare. traditional ways 0
leading with the new thinking and practices the.se .challenges
necessitate: In a way, the difference between life in the old-
style organizations and in the new is the difference betwe.zn
golfing and surfing. These days, you need to be able to i e
the breaking wave of constant change. There is no stopping
to change your equipment. (p. 71)

Intergroup leadership is leadership that brings different
groups together in the service of a broader vision, mission, Of
goal (Pittinsky, 2009; Ernst & Yip, 2009). According to Forster
(2009), “The study of intergroup leadership addresses the key
question of how leaders mobilize and direct posntN&;
intergroup relationships despite internal or extern?
ideological, cultural, or political divides” (p. 93). BY IS very
nature, intergroup leadership envisages the future ai‘
compared with a management approach, which tends to focu
on maintaining the status quo (Pittinsky, 2010). IntergrouP

leaders s [ . ;
eek to discover ways to span boundaries L”
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We silos rather than operating “within their box on
the organizational chart, within the interests of their unit or
team, and within the mind-sets of the demographic or cultural
groups to which they belong” (Yip, Wong, & Ernst, 2008, p.
13).

The inclination to maintain internal group solidarity,
sometimes based in “us versus them” thinking, often occurs
in the presence of external threats and challenges. History is
replete with examples of leaders who have intentionally
exploited indeed even created, intergroup differences as a
means of leading (Pittinsky, 2009). Whether it is in Iraq,
Yugoslavia, or Silicon Valley, divisiveness, scapegoating, and
demonizing the ‘other’ has been perceived as an easier, more
reliable method of arousing emotional response and rallying
the troops. Leaders who employ a ‘divide and rule’ type
strategy often recognize that “a common enemy, whether real
or invented, can help them establish their credibility, define
their constituencies, and motivate.their followers” (2009, p.
Xiiii). While such an approach might help foment intergroup
cohesiveness, trust, and greater belief in the worthiness of
the goal, it can concurrently sow the seeds for intergroup
conflict, a phenomenon identified as the in-group/out-group
tradeoff (Pittinsky, 2005). In this process, as group solidarity
deepens, so too may stereotypes, groupthink, and a hardening
toward the ‘other, :

Fortunately, leaders have the opportunity to employ
N alternatjve strategy to address the intergroup challenges
they wi inevitably face. Leaders can choose to bring disparate
Parties together, helping build bridges that foster strength
Nd common purpose, thus sparking a collaborative and
Creative response toward common goals. It has been asserted
T
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ore difficult path is the need of the
& Ernst 2008). Pittinsky (2005)

offered this perspective, “Because the actions of the former-
group of leaders are SO harmful and the success of the latter
group is so important, the study of the intersection of
leadership and intergroup attitudes is crucial to a science of
leadership studies (p. 2). There is a growing recognition that
offective leadership requires extending beyond the borders
of the traditional leader-follower exchange to multiple groups.
Traditional lines are being redrawn, some even eroded, as
leaders seek to reach out to and collaborate with external
groups and stakeholders across national, cultural, ethnic, and
religious divides (Daft 2011; Hogg, van Kopparberg, & Rast,
2012, p. 232). Yip, Wong, and Ernst (2008) highlighted the
synergy that develops when leaders catalyze subgroups and
out groups to achieve benefits far greater than they could
realize by themselves. “
INTERGROUP LEADERSHIP AS AN ADAPTIVE RESPONSE

The nature of intergroup leadership remains largely
unaddressed in the leadership literature Heifetz (2009)
asserted that intergroup leadership is an adaptive response
to the complexity of managing challenging relationships and
identities across group boundaries. According to Heifetz, an
adaptive response is required when organizations and
communities face problems that cannot be bridged with
prevailing knowledge or standard operating procedures
because the solution lies outside of existing paradigms. By its
very nature, an adaptive challenge extends beyond any
technical fixes available through routine management
approaches, making a leadership response necessary. ™

that this divergent and m
day (Eng, 2009; Yip, Wong,
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adjustments...without learning new ways - changing attitudes,
values, and behaviors — people cannot make the adaptive
leap necessary to thrive in the NEeW environment”. Heifetz
argued that “we need to explore intergroup
leadership...because we face Important challenges for which
our current repertoire of strategies for managing relationships
across group boundaries still does not suffice” @ :
According to Hogg, van Kippenberg, & Rast, the notion
of social identity is central to understanding the nature of
intergroup leadership as the groups we belong to significantly
influence cognitive self-appraisal in relationship to group

membership. In an intergroup leadership approach subgroup
members are encouraged to maintain a dual identity, that of
their own subgroup alongside a superodinate identity that
neither ignores or threatens the former (Hogg, 2009; Pittinsky
& Simon, 2007). Pittinsky (2009) asserted, “Intergroup
leadership honors that tension; it is concerned with bringing
subgroups together without trying to eliminate their
differences — or even wanting to do so” (p. xvii).

In light of this notion, intergroup leadership is measured
by how well it “revolves around leaders’ ability to engender a
>€nse of intergroup relational identity (i.e., self-definition in
terms of one’s group membership that incorporates the
Eroup’s relationship with another group as part of the group’s

'dentity)” How then does one effectively implement interg.roup
@Eégaptive principles to lead across group and organizational
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boundaries? We now examine three models that have been
proposed in the literature and then Patel’s intergroup

leadership in light of these models. @
MODELS OF INTERGROUP LEADERSHIP

Pittinsky & Simon (2007) offered a model that
includes five pathways for promoting positive intergroup
relations. The first pathway involves encouraging contact
between subgroups. This initial step of exposure among
subgroups provides an opportunity to develop positive
relationships, decrease prejudice, and mitigate stereotyping.
Furthermore, because the leader is endorsing the action, such
contact is often perceived as positive by subgroup members.
(2007). the second step is managing resources and
interdependencies. Subgroups often compete for limited
resources. When groups are willing to acknowledge the
existence of a shared goal (or a shared threat) they tend to be
more open to acknowledging the advantages of collaboration.
The next two steps address social identity. Pittinsky and Simon
suggested that leaders promote subordinate and dual
identities concurrently, emphasizing the “we” aspect, while
valuing subgroup identities. Honoring this tension involves
recognition that unity does not necessitate uniformity while
recognizing benefits of social diversity such as greater creativity
and innovation: Finally, Pittinsky and Simon recommend that
leaders promote positive intergroup attitudes through
increased cooperative interaction and increased perception
of positive value or benefit from the other group. @

Heifetz (2009) proposed a two-phase model of intergroup
leadership based on his framework of adaptive leadership. In
phase one, leaders form a “group of groups,” that is, a working
group consisting of subgroup members who are willing to
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stretch beyond their in-group loyalties and work across
poundaries to seek an adaptive solution (p. 135). In this first
step, the leader stimulates a conversation around which
persons and what issues to include. A balance is struck
between exclusion and inclusion as the leader seeks to involve
the right people while ensuring the presence of diverse
perspectives. Heifetz described the significant commitment
this requires, “New loyalties €merge among representatives
working across boundaries, a process that often takes many
months of confidential meetings...New loyalties anchor a new
collective identity” (p. 135).

Heifetz’s (2009) second phase, the more difficult of the
two, strikes a similar vein to Pittinsky & Simon’s (2007) notion
of dual identity promotion. In this phase, members of the
new working group return to their respective subgroups to
advocate for and share the vision of the adaptive work. Heifetz
noted that Phase Il is where the majority of adaptive
intergroup processes fail because “each ‘representative’
member must lead her own constituents in incorporating and
refining the results of the group process, or else the deal
unravels” (p. 135). In the process, representatives may face
the charge of having ‘sold out’ to the other groups and then
Pressured to return to the status quo. | -

To ensure viability of this model, Heifetz recommends
that representatives seek ongoing advice from the working
group as they develop a coordinated plan to improve
COmmunication and the subgroup’s tolerance for change.
ThrOughout this process of consolation, working group
Members must remain flexible and open to making
adJUStments, thus increasing the likelihood of subgroup
Members accepting and acting on the adaptive work. In the
Lrl~.i.'5.1§_'11__0_f this process, the intergroup leader continues to forge
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strong relationships among his/her fellow representatives
which serve to “hold these factional representatives together
despite the accusations that will pull them apart (p. 136). It is
important to note that in both phases, the intergroup leader
orchestrates the adaptive work yet places it back in the hands
of the parties facing the challenge, a key aspect of adaptive
leadership theory (Heifetz, 2002).

THE INTERGROUP LEADERSHIP OF SARDAR PATEL

The first step Patel took in this arduous task was to
meet with the princes as a group, something which he did
soon after his inauguaration as Home Minister. The decision
_for a group meeting is similar to Kanter’s first proposition of
intergroup leadership, Convening Power, which involves
bringing subgroups together, as well as the initial steps
described by Pittinsky & Simon (2007) and Heifetz (2002; 2009).
As a prelude to their meeting he made an appeal to the princes
where he communicated his vision for the nation, hoping at
the same time to allay their fears regarding the future and
their place in it (Krishna, 2007; Menon, 1955),

Our mutual conflicts and internecine quarrels and
jealousies have, in the past, been the cause of our
downfall...We cannot afford to fall into those errors or traps
again...The safety and preservation of the States, as well as
India, demand unity and mutual cooperation between its
different parts.(®

Patel followed up his address with a personal meeting
with the princes in December 1947. He encountered resistanceé
from several of the princes at this meeting, yet Patel was both
diplomatic and direct. He made it clear that the path forward
involved compromise by all parties, thus acknowledging the
loss that Heifetz (2002) described as a critical part of adaptive
work. He also assured the group of h|s personal investment in
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the process, “I have come...not as a representative of the old
paramount or of any foreign power, but as a member of a
family trying to solve a family problem” (Krishna, 2007, p. 95).
This first meeting with the working group was one of many
over the course of several months as Patel organized informal
social gatherings among the various-rulers as a venue for them
to engage in dialogue about the future. It was in these
meetings where loyalties were refashioned, boundaries
spanned, and divides crossed in search of a solution. The
working group would also gather for lunch meetings at Patel’s
‘home in Delhi. At these gatherings Patel appealed to the
shared values of patriotism, responsibility, and the enduring
duty of princely rulers to care for their people. Though at
times he encountered fierce resistance, delay tactics, and
political brinksmanship, he continued to meet with the rulers
at various times and places throughout the country. He was
consistent in maintaining a call for unity and reconciliation.
Eventually he was rewarded with many of the rulers agreeing
to join the country through this forum of open dialogue.
Congress leader:- - :

After the Bardoli campaign, Sardar Patel, as Vallabhbhai
was also known, remained one of the best known and
respected Congress leaders of the country, but most of his
activities from then on until the transfer of power were either
as Gandhi’s chief lieutenant in national campaigns against
British rule or as the principal party and electoral organizer
and fund-raiser for the Indian National Congress. Throughout
the remainder of his political career, though he was considered
One of the four or five topmost Congress leaders of the country, -
he remained subordinate first to Gandhi and, after Gandhi’s
death, to Nehry as prime minister. Although he was proposed

k‘-—-—___
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for president of the Indian National Congress after the Bardoli
Satyagraha, he gave place in 1929 to Jawaharlal Nehru, and
did not receive this high honour until 1931. During the
nationalist movement, beginning with his first arrest during
Gandhi’s salt Satyagraha of 1930, Patel spent many years in
goal. The longest periods were for sixteen mqnths, which he
spent with Gandhi, in 1932—4; nine months in 1940-41; and
nearly three years from 1942 to 1945.

Patel’s importance in the highest councils of the Indian
National Congress derived principally from the critical role he
played from 1934 onwards within the party organization.
Adopting his son’s flat in Bombay as his home base from this
time forward, he was the principal fund-raiser and played the
critical role in the selection of Congress candidates to contest
the 1934 elections for the central legislative assembly; again,

- aschairman of the central parliamentary board, in the selection

and financing of candidates for the 1936 provincial elections;
and in the constituent assembly elections of 1946 as well,
where he came into frequent conflict with the then Congress
president, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, over the selection of
Congress candidates.

His responsibilities as party/election organizer also
included exercising supervision and imposing discipline over
the Congress members of provincial legislatures, including their
selection of legislative party leaders and consequently the
premiers in Congress-controlled provinces. Although his will
did not always prevail, he firmly established the principle that
the provincial party organizations and the legislative assemblies
were subject to the ultimate authority of the national
‘organization and leadership of the India National congress. ©
New Techniques of Political Fighting
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— In joining Gandhi’s camp in 1917, Patel clarified his goals
and discovered methods for attaining them. He almost
immediately became Gandhi’s Number Two man, the party
leader in Gujarat. From this comfortable niche he could carve
out his career in consonance with his personality and ideology.
During the years 1910-17 Gandhi introduced a whole new
consciousness into the polities of Gujarat and of India. He
stressed the role of education in the nationalist movement,
and the use of the mother tongue in education. He called for
a new awareness of the whole framework of political work in
India, to include internal reform as well as confrontation with
the British. He called on people to take pride in them.

Gandhi’s greatest achievement in those years, perhaps,
was in shifting the focus of nationalist concern from each
bourgeois issues as the availability of jobs in the British
bureaucracy to rural issues concerning the peasantry. At
Champaran in Bihar he took up the cause of the indigo workers
who were exploited by European plantation owners. First

Gandhi went to the scene, and visiting village after village,
pre-pared a complete report on the situation. He identified

with the plantation workers, dressed like them, and made
them feel at one with him. He had a carefully chosen, limited
objective, he paid close attention to his subordinates and the
local people, and he rubbed raw the local grievances. He risked
threats on his life and was willing to put himself in line of
Possible imprisonment, but he continued his survey and
Presentation of the information to the government — invoking
their sense of honesty and fair play — and finally got the
conditions of labour in Champaran revised. In this shift of
€Mphasis to rural India, a new era was born and in it Patel
SaW a new future for himself, ©

"-________
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At about the same time, Gandhi understood the Khagj
Satyagraha in Patel's home district, south of Ahmeda-bad.1’1
Again Gandhi chose a rural issue, this time the need for tax
relief during the famine year of 1917. Again he identified with
the peasantry, dressed like them, walked among them, carried
on very detailed survey work, and then organized them,
Vallabhbhai accompanied him as chief lieutenant, at timer,
when Gandhi had to leave Khadi for work in Champaran;
Vallabhbhai took over the effective leadership of the local
movement. He earned his spurs as a new kind of rural leader.

Following Gandhi, Patel began to wear village clothes,

dhoti and kurta. Previously he had been proud to wear
European dress. Indulal Yagnik described Patel at their first
meeting in early 1917:
“Seeing he dressed completely in European fashion, | was
astonished. Dressed in ironed silk trousers, half-coat, collar,
tie, and hat, he appeared to me very arrogant. His collar
reached the top of his neck and his foreign felt hat covered
his forehead, setting off his threatening eyes. He seemed to
rue 125 per cent European.” ©)

As he reoriented toward his rural roots, Vallabhbhai
found it easy to talk the language of the peasants and establish
a rapport with the landowners which lasted throughout his
life.

The Building of a Machine

From his own organizational work and from the policy
of Gandhi, Sardar recognized the importance of creating a
political machine on a permanent basis. The machine
functioned in a variety of activities; by the middle of 1930’s it
was organized even to contest elections. Members were
required to pledge ad-herence to a programme. In contesting

—
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the Municipal elections in Ahmadabad in 1936, Sardar spelled
out the need for such a unified party: We want to send our
representatives in the Municipality because it is im-possible
to carry out any programmed of work without the agreement
of a majority. There are members. If they are of diverse opinion,
they cannot do work. The result would be that the City would
suffer. It has already suffered enough in the past. |
No improvement was made for a number of years till

the swarajya party under any president ship took up into its
hands the work of constructing gutters and many other works
of public good. But that swarajya party did not consist of
members pledged to a vow nor were there any rules and
regulations of their programme of work. A great difficulty was
there-fore experienced many a time when the questions
affecting persons of influence came for consideration. A party
is therefore required to work on the basis of common
principles for the speedy betterment of the city."a7 By this time,
as principal member of the Congress National Parliamentary
Board, Sardar also had the much larger task of creating from
the Congress a political vote getting party to contest the
elections promised under the Constitution of 1935.

The task, however, falls outside the scope of this paper.
A sense of its magnitude becomes especially clear from the
Patel. Rajendra Prasad correspondence in the Rajendra Prasad
Papers in the National Archives of India.

The Congress which Vallabhbhai was building went
beyond election campaigning. It was a multidimensional
Machine carrying out wide-ranging activities including those
Which the official government was unable or unwilling to
undertake. In this he fulfilled the role of “party boss” for the

“Machine”, Compare the descriptions of the role of the party
————
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boss from American politics with Patel’s role: The key structural
function of the boss is to organize, centralize, and maintain in
good working condition “the scattered fragments of power*’
which are at present dispersed throughout the political
organisation.® By this centralized organisation of political
power, the boss and his apparatus can satisfy the needs of
diverse sub-groups in the larger community which are not
adequately satisfied by legally devised and culturally approved

“social structures.. .. The Functional deficiencies of the official

structures generate an alternative (unofficial) structure to fulfill
existing needs somewhat more effectively. Especially in the
colonial situation, the need for an auxiliary to government
was apparent. %
Another aspect of the machine, the theory of which is again
derived from American usage, is its reliance on localism:

One source of strength of the political machine derives
from its roots in the local community and the neighborhood.
The political ma-chine does not regard the electorate as an
amorphous undifferentiated mass of voters. The machine
operates through the direct quasi-feudal relationships
between local representatives of the machine and voters in
their neighborhoods. Elections are won on the precinct level.
Implicit in this view is that activity on the local level geared to
local needs will usually be more important than national
issues. As one American machine politician put it:

| think that there’s got to be in every ward somebody
that any bloke can come to — no matter what he’s done —
and get help. Help, you understand, none of your law and
order, but help.

Patel and the Gujarat Congress full-filled all these
characteristics of the boss and the party: It knit.up the scattered
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fragments of power through attention to local issues and
problems, by co-opting local leadership, and by providing a
wide range of help which the government did not. (Much of
the similarity to the American pattern presumably arises from
the similarities in the problems of organizing diverse people
across immense distances in the face of highly legalistic
orientations to neighborhood and ethnic, religious, and caste
ties.*?

Patel’s Congress in Gujarat carried on multiple activities.
Famine relief and plague assistance involved the Gujarat
Congress workers, and raised their prestige in the countryside.
It made the Congress parallel government even more
respected and efficient than the British government of India.
From the beginning, Patel emphasized the importance of social
work along with political agitation. In the municipality in 1917,
even as he carried on the fight against Shillidy, he also spent
three to four hours every day examining needs of the city in
fulfillment of his position as chairman of the sanitary
committee. When plague brake out in Ahmadabad. Later in
the year, Patel impressed the citizens by staying in the city so
as to keep to his job and trust. This pattern of work was so
successful and so clearly established that a decade later, du-
ring the 1927 floods in Gujarat, the government channeled its
funds for relief through Vallabhbhai’s Congress organisation
and commended it as the agency of relief. The Congress could
literally deliver the goods in Gujarat; the government could
not, (13)

Later, during World War I, Patel’s Congress organisation
built a civil de-fence network in Ahamedabad and Surat cities
down to the ward and even street level. These social and
relief activities were in addition to the other Gandhian

——
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~Ctivities carried on by Congress organisations throughout
India: Spinning, handicrafts, Harijan uplift, prohibition,
oromotion of the regional language, works with tribals,
women’s education cartel uplift, and communal mediation,
Many best workers of the Congress and most important
financial contributors came not through political campaign
but” from social work organisations, A chronological list of
the major activities of Patel and his fight includes.
CONCLUSION:-

~ Through the exercise of the six principles of intergroup
leadership, Patel proved to be a leader who crossed political,
cultural, ideological, and religious divides. He brought diverse
and divided parties to the table, appealed to shared values,
oriented them toward the future, turned the work over to
the people by providing meaningful interdependent tasks,
acknowledged the importance of interpersonal and emotional
integration, and maintained an inclusive and evenhanded
approach. Patel’s leadership reveals a compelling example of
leadership based on soft power, persuasion, dialogue, and
adaptive work as central methods (Heifetz, 2009; Nye, 2004).
He maintained a posture of listening, foresight, and vision to
forge a nation which Nehru described as “a bundle of
contradictions, held together by strong but invisible threads”
(1946, p. 563). Patel discovered those threads and, amazingly,
achieved the unification of the nation within a period of 18
months.

It is important to note, that amidst his success, Patel
sometimes faced criticism from his own party; there were
occasions when he would clash with both Gandhi and Nehru

~as the three struggled to'carve a path forward. Yet ultimately
he avoided what could have been another violent and bloody
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chapter i.n the jormation of the young nation through a
combination of “firmness and generosity” (Tharoor, 2007, p.
179).Kruscl:ev ackn.owledged Patel’s leadership role when he
rgz_:marked, You Indlans.are an amazing people! How on earth
dld‘VO':l manage to liquidate the Princely rule without
liquidating the Princes?” (2007, p. 149).

Lord Mountbatten described Patel’s work as “by far the
most important achievement of the present Government...had
you failed, the results would have been disastrous” (2007,
p.149). Rotberg’s (2009) description of intergroup leadership
3s a choice between an old and a new way of leading
harmonizes well with Patel’s practice of its principles providing
both a model and a challenge for today’s leaders: ...the next
generation...need not be schooled in the old ways. They can
learn how to bring groups together and how to gain the
benefits of such intergroup Success. They can. learn how
advantageous it is to uplift rather than prey upon their

peoples. They can learn how to unite them. (p. 168).
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12.

A Socio-Political Diagnosis in Nayantay,
Sahgal’s Mistaken Identity

-Dr.Abdul Anees Abd“lRaSheEd

Nayantara Sahgal’s Mistaken Identity (1988) prese
inter-war period of the twenties and locates the 3¢
the novel in the small state called Vijaygarh. B
Singh, The protagonist, a princely play boy of the Raj, wh,
never succeeds in being recognized as a king, Some
movements such as Civil War in Turkey, rise of Mussolin;
‘Lahore Conspiracy’, ‘Dandi Salt March’ by Gandhj gpq
“The Khilafat movement’ form the background of the
‘novel. The novel is first person narrative in which The
narrator is the most obvious case of mistaken identity, He is
completely disassociated from the nationalist movement
sweeping the nation in the late 1920’s. He is 1llegally
arrested under mistaken identity from the train found to
Vijaygarh, his native. The central idea of the novel seems
to be the absurdity of a dogmatic attitude of the question of
identity itself. Sahgal makes use of irony 4s a
representational mode and ridicules the habit of branding
and identifying people as Hindus and Muslims to the
exclusion of their basic identity as human beings.

0ts the
hushay

In the novel, Jatin Das, a conspiracy prisoner in Lahor jal
is on hunger strike and protests even against the
hypodermise injections. He dies on the 61" day of the
strike. It instigates the whole political convicts Who
ultimately decide to launch hunger strike till
discriminatory  attitude of the British Government "S
absolutely changed. The representative groups of priSonmsé
such as, Bhaiji, Bhushan apd communists invite [h[
attention of the Government by initiating indefinite hung®
strike. But it does not last for g long as an appeal from
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India Congress Committee 18
strike on the understanding th
the campaign for jail reform o

made: ‘To end their hunger
at the AICC will spearhead
n their behalf.’ [Sahgal: 99]
ke does not bring anything,

: ncludes with three hangings.
I Tesults into the mass rebellion: ‘Bhaiji, rigid with Sngger

says from his cot and these Viceroy calls himself a
Christian. This is the Viceroy, who a month ago said

‘Goodnight, Mr.Gandhi, my prayers go with you. A cursé
upon the Viceroy’s prayers...’ [Ibid: 193] As for as
Sahaggl’s being active enough both as a novelist and a
Ichamplon of‘the en}ancipatec.l woman, she is appropriately
observed as ‘essentially a writer who extends and enriches
an Indian creative tradition that includes, among numerous
others. Tagore and Sarat Chandra..’ [Sharma: 1976:
12]Sahgal depicts India in the twilight years of the British
Empire though her main aim is to focus on the quest for
identity and Hindu-Muslim relationship. Bhushan arrives in
Bombay in 1929 from his stay in America for six years. His
obsession with Razia, his marriage to another, his
experience in the jail and his mother’s departure with her
Muslim lover, are the major events of the novel. The
novelist has candidly and skilifully fictionalized the
historical reality in this novel with three hangings. Dr. R.

A. Singh says:
Besides referring to Gandhi and Kemal Pasha, the
historical seen is made more immediately relevant
by citing the Lahor conspiracy case involving
Bhagat Singh and others who had avenged the death
of Lala Lajpat Rai. [Jain: 1994: 9]

The novel records historical records such as the e_xgcution
of Bhagat Singh and his associates 1n L.ahor jail. The
novelist also gives a fine treatment {0 Dandi March led by
Gandhi, the Civil Disobedience Movement to l}one th.e
spirit of revolutionary activities, Mahatma Gandhi and his

109
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Satyagrahis’ Civil Disobedience and the violation of the
Salt Act, etc. ‘Gandhi has reached to Dandi beach,
distance of two hundred and forty one miles from his b,
to disobey the Salt Act and manufacture on the Sea coggt *
[Opp Cite, Sahgal: 121]with an artistic facility how Sy
Act prisoners happily go to jail to celebrate the success apg
wish to continue such other Civil Disobedience Movemenp;
to unravel the riddle of unlawful foreign rule in India. Thig
movement proves to be a positive step to create politica]
awareness among the masses.

Sahagal seems to be a devotee of Gandhian ideology which
exercised lasting impact on political and social scenarios,
Gandhi had sympathy towards the untouchables and
wanted for them possible rehabilitation. He also wanted the
untouchables to avail of their right and social status. He
strived for awakening people to be aware of their political
rights, self respect and self reliance. He introduced
‘spinning wheel’ so that people might be self-reliant as far
as the problem of clothing was concerned. Bhaiji calls
himself a Gandhi bhakta and is committed to leader’s
motto: ‘clothe the nation in Khaddar.” [Ibid:157] He is
given the responsibility of setting of Khaddar shops and
registering the volunteers so that they may collect -the
foreign cloth to be replaced by Khaddar. Bhaiji even
promotes the skill of spinning among the fallen sisters in a
red light district. They realize that it may lead the people to
achieve Swaraj. Bhaiji is seen quite active even in the jail
to keep him engaged spinning to produce maximum
Khaddar. The novelist throws a light on his being busy:

Bhaiji never lounges. He takes his little tackle out of
the tin trunk the authorities have let him keep after
going through its pathetic contents and begins
busily to spin. On alternative days, he spins on his
spinning wheel which folds upsmall in lies in his
trunk. [Tbid:43]
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in the novel the slogan, ‘Mahatma Gandhi ki jai’ refl

the inﬂuent?e of Gandhi on the masses. Gandhij’s icfee leCtS
«to suffer silently’ is reflected in Bhaiji’s character Ir?so'gty
of grievous toothache, Bhaiji is reluctant to tZ.lkC I;;e
medical succor from the government, because he ﬁrme
pelieves that ‘a Satyagrahi must be prepared to suffer.’ ’

The r.iov_ehst focuses on the physicai and psychological
exploitation prevailing in the contemporary Indian social
sphere. She has also focused on the social injustice caused
by gender bias male dominated society. It is evident from
Raja of 'Vijaygarh who exploits his first wife by illegally
marrying second and third times to elevate his social and
political status. The novelist seems to raise a question, ‘Is it
not inhuman to hurt one’s wife by disregarding the
institution of marriage? Of course, it is. The novelist has
candidly presented the prevailing brutality and injustice on
women in society. She urges to the nationalist not to rectify
only political evils but also to eradicate the social evils. The
Raja of Vijaygarh needs to be evaluated on political front
also. The Raja of Vijaygarh 1s a self-centered and for the
fulfillment his material gain he even becomes a traitor and
extends his support to the British Government. In fact he
was to receive a clear title of Rajahood which is never
awarded to him. He badly fails in terms of his being a
father, a husband and a citizen of India. The character of
the Raja of Vijaygarh allegorically stands for many Rajas
who used to unconditionally support the British
Government to show their allegiance. The revolutionaries
were sacrificing themselves in the soaring flames of
freedom struggle, while there were people I.ik(? Raj_a of
Vijaygarh supporting the government for their individual

benefits. Here lies the irony.

111
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The novel also ironically covers the indifferent attitudeg
educated Indian elite towards the socio-political Problep,
of the time. It is represented by Sylla, the young Parge,
enterprising amateur dramatist. Bhushan, against pjg ﬁl
stays in Bombay to perform in one of Sylla’s plays, Whep
he journeys towards Vijaygarh, he is arrested by police
The police mistook him to be a conspirator against Kjp
Emperor. This mistaken identity by the constable Jed to his
revelation of his real identity. He was stripped of his
illusions as an elite educated in foreign land. While Waiting
endlessly for his trial, Bhushan had ample time on pj
hands to ponder over his life. In one such mood he observes
Bhaiji, a persevering Gandhian, untiringly spinning on his
hand spinning tool (fakli). Bhaiji was a disciplined map
whose habits were clean. The prostitutes residing near the
jail purchased his Khadi and thus, contributed to the
freedom movement. His initiation in a different course of
life changed Bhushan’s thinking, behaviour and life.
However, for Bhushan it was very difficuit to be convinced
by Gandhian ideals. ‘Gandhi makes no sense to me at all.
Goes on bieating about Hindu, Muslim love but a Hindu
Muslim marriage would send him on a fifty-day fast.” [Ibid:
44] In fact, the character of Bhushan represents the mental
inertia of the average Indians of the time:

We are divided in any case...with half a mind and 4
scrap of real resolve we’d be rid of it. If we all sat
together the sovereign power would drown. But
then what? The Pandits and the ulemens would

throw each other life belts and come bouncing out
of it. [Ibid: 47]

Perhaps it required a Gandhi to rouse Indians to their self
respect and drive out the British finally. The shameff]l
amorous tendencies of Indian petty ‘rajas’ is revealed I
Bhushan’s father’s marrying for the third time. Mothef
fretted and fumed in vain, rushes to the commissioner; 4"
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Engl1sh1jnan, to petition for raja’s title for Bhushan befo

male heir was born to the third wife, Sahgal remarks If) v
the Englishman sympathised with the queen mother b:fc
found the whole exercise highly ridiculous. The incident is

mentioned to expose the narrow ambitions existing in
erstwhile princely states.

The novelist also touches the communal riots and political
harmony b_EtWE:en Hindu and Muslim communities during
the Gandhlap age. Inspite of their personal differences and
communal riots due to the religious fanaticism they were
united to launch joint expedition. Because the urgent need
was to extinguish the British rule in India. For instance the
Khilafat Movement was unanimously supported by Hindu
community History records that in the First World War,
Turkey fought on behalf of Germany. The Muslims in India
were convinced that Turkey was engaged in Jihad against
Britain. It was, therefore, given up its loyalty to the British
Government. The Muslims in India started Khilafat
Movement which was whole heartedly supported by the
Congress under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. This
political harmony is juxtaposed with the communal riots
occurring frequently between Hindu and Muslim
communities. The novelist also traces the boyhood love
affair of Bhushan with Razia, a Muslim girl causing
communal riots because Hindu-Muslim marriage 1s not
allowed. This was commented by Vacha Nauzer as: -

Ten, Eleven years ago there was a Hindu—Mus.lim
entente. They had a common grievance against
Britain’s treatment of Ottoman Empire and the
caliphate and continue SO why should Vijaygarh
have had two murderous outbreaks at that time.

[Ibid: 112]

Actually, it was the British
divided these communities only to rule the countr

Government which purposely
y. And it
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was even perceived by Hindus and Muslims. The Bfitish
Government always hatched new set of' conspiracies to
poison their friendly relationship. It 1s appropriately
summed by Munawar Rana, an Urdu poet in his couplet:

Siyasat Nafraton ke Zagm bharne hi nahi deti
Jab kabhi bharne ko aa jaye, Makkhi baith jaati hq;

(It can be loosely translated as ‘the politics deliberately
does not want the wounds of hatred to get healed; whenever
the wounds of hatred seem healing, the fly sits on that
wounds.) Clinicalty the fly causes the hurdle in the healing
of the wound as it (fly) causes infection. Here, the ‘fly’
metaphorically means the hidden conspiracies hatched by
the government only to poison the warm and friendly
relations between two communities, especially Hindus and
Muslims. It is because the politicians can go any level for
their political benefits. Bhushan tells his lawyer, Vacha
Nauzer, the observation of his mother about communal
riots which used to be usually accelerated by the British
Government to meet their diplomatic end of ruling India:

My mother was convinced it was the commissioner
who was delaying my passport on purpose, hoping
my presence in Vijaygarh would start another riofs.
She didn’t trust him. She called him mischief

maker. Her theory is the British need a Hindu-

Muslim riot now and then. No riot. No Raj [Ibid:
114]

Tl_le novel seeks communa] amity and harmony between
Hindus and Muslims. The tragedy of Bhushan could have
been averted if his love with Razia was allowed to mature

N marrage. The same happens ultimately but with
enormous wastage and suffer

: = ing. It is Gandhian ideology
which wins in the end.
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Mz.stak.er.z identity causes Bhushan Singh’s imprisonment.
In the jail, Bhushan Singh is faced with eight cell mates, all
of whom are deeply involved in nationalist politics. While
Bhaiji and his t\a{o followers (called “twins” by the
narrator). arfe committed Gandhians, four of the others are
.trade-l:lnfomsts. who align India’s struggle against
imperialism with an international proletariat revolution.
The yo_ungest member of the group, Sen, is a would-be
revoll%tlonary who is quickly won over by the trade-
unionists. Sahgal has juxtaposed two distinct ideologies of
nationalism which obviously undermines the authority of
the single Congress-affiliated narrative of Indian history
that has dominated post-independence India. At the same
time, within the temporal confines of the text, the specific
representatives of this dominant nationalist tradition are
themselves marginalized because of their isolation and
obscurity. Bhaiji and the twins are part of the nameless
masses that never quite make it to the history books. And
the same is true of the isolated party-less comrades whose
revolutionary activities are overshadowed by famous
contemporary events such as the Lahore and Meerut
Conspiracy Cases. By juxtaposing the plight of her eight
obscure political prisoners with the fate of recognized
martyrs such as Jatin Das and Bhagat Singh, Sahgal
highlights the impossibility —of  any nationalist
historiographical tradition that follows the “great men”
format to include all the contributors who made political

independence possible.

The characters are presented socially and politically
ioneers of the political were re_&‘dyff;l
ly for attaining Independence. Bhaij,

his two followers, comrades and Sen beloag to such 2
not stop their

group. After releasing from jail,_they do- op the
activities but rather revitalize their campaign bydapsm %
centers at various places. As for instance, comrade Yusu

revolutionary. The p
scarify everything on
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establishes Profulla Sen centre in Vijaygarh. The .cha.racters

who form a group to campaign against the s-oc1a.l ills are

comrade Yusuf, Bhushan and his mother. Jasbir Jain opines

about the portrayal of the characters in' the novels of

Sahgal: ‘Character portrayal takes place in a number of

ways in her novels.’” [Heinemann: 197: 341 The novelist

also touches the suppression and victimization of women

who survive in the male dominated society. Bhushan’s

mother, paradoxically known  as Rani, is presented as a
victimized soul. Her husband, the raja of Vijaygarh,

marries thrice without her consent. Finally, she challenges
the falsely generaated social conventions —causing
permanent suffering to women. Her revolutionary thinking
of compels her to accept the hand of comrade Yusuf, a
Musiim. It shows her retaliation against her husband. It
shows Rani’s feminist urge which by all means champions
the cause of women’s welfare and fights against aspersions
caste upon them in society. The novelist shows her
resentment towards the existing social code of conduct
which only allows men to re-marry, because, she believes,
it causes irrecoverable mental and physical agonies only to
women. Therefore, such social practices need to be
challenged and rectified.

Defining the nation exclusively in terms of its culture,
Bhushan diagnosis the main problem in India as the lack of
cultural unity with the Hindus (pandits) and the Muslims
(ulemas) vying for power separately. For Bhushan, then, “it
is cultural processes more than the political ones which go
into the making of history.” And since culture is associated
with the private domestic sphere rather than the public
world of politics, within a patriarchal framework cultural
history gets inscribed on the body of the woman. Bhushan’s
exclusive emphasis in his personal narrative on his
relationships with women (his mother, Razia, Sylla)
exemplifies this aspect of cultural historigraphy. However,

116
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all three of these women do not occupy the same position
in Bhushan’s narrative; while he paints his mother as
woman with an indomitable will, he sees Razia as an
innocent victim who needs to be rescued and Sylla as an
enticingly exotic alien. Given the fact that he sees
Vijaygarh as his “country” this characterization of “his”
women foregrounds Bhushan’s implication in the ideology
of nationalism. While his mother and Razia represent the
two faces of the nation as “Mother India” (the avenging
Kali figure) and the helpless chained prisoner who needs to
be rescued by her brave sons), Sylla, the parsi woman,
becomes a sign of western modernity that is simultaneously
librating and threatening.

There is also seen ideological differences between Bhaiji
Jed party and communists in the jail. Literally, they are
misidentifying one another as they are not in agreement
with each other regarding their mode of operation to
achieve their common goal. We may conclude the
description of the novel with the remark of Jasbir Jain:
‘Sahgal’s Mistaken Identity ends with a union between
People of different social backgrounds and political
beliefs.’ [Opp Cite, Jan: 1994: 62]

Works Cited:
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The Day in Shadow:
ministic Perspective

A Novel of Fe
-Shaikh Ajaz Peryeen

I[ndia is a country of customs allq traditiQnS. PBOP_le stil]
des to which matrimonial ties gre
also not exception. The Day in Simdow' 1s Sahgal’s
graphical novel published in 1971. The
d from feminist perspective which
unfolds that her female protagonist Simrit tries to come out
with psychological, financial and other problems which a
woman has to face in this male dominated society. It
unfolds the varied aspects of divorce which a lonely
woman has to face as a part of the punishment for leaving
her husband. Matrimonial ties are considered to be absolute
in Indian society. Religions expect woman (o be obedience
and husband oriented even if he is wrong. All the norms
and conditions are formed for her and she is expected to
strictly follow the ideals of pativrata. Thus, the Indian
society recognizes woman through her husband. A single
woman has no status in society. Divorce in Indian society 1s
considered as a social stigma and a big scandal for a
woman who is treated as if she is affected by contaminated
disease. Simrit, a woman character in The Day in Shadow
feels suffocated in this married relationship and lacks the
elements of eros, philos and agape, Greek terms, the
English meaning of which is desire friendship and
affection. Tl?e married couple Simrit and Som shows
:jrpbal:ance of marriage and finally the relationship ends i
C;]:‘r’;zfém\’::s (;)r?]sir\tfﬁ ideological differences in thel(;'
Simcit Symbolizes i(lj ?‘reperesentutwe of materialism an
s 1dealism,

have conservative attitu

intimately autobio
novel can be interprete
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Thcn:: “ an observed difference in their characters as far as
Simrit 18 cnnc.crned she is an educated ;‘l'f;.e—hlr:cds e
who hzl‘s a desire of self-identification gaiet a(nd £ Wx(’lltell-
life while her husband Som hasg overtai(en he}; b hfmfl efl
personality. Som is a lover of change fres}l’me:s le;;z
pEvEitas & submissive smiling wife and ,a confidc:nt son
while Simrit desires to romanticize Indian geography b

& i\--'ing *language to Himalaya, rivers, forests and all for{s 0)12
beautiful things in nature. But the materialistic attiltudfl: of
her husbap d rejects her plea. On the other hand we can take
som’s attitude towards woman is striking and against her
freedom and choice. He considers woman as a ‘weaker sex’
the other one. As Simon de Beauvoir states in The Second

Sex,

She 1s called “the sex”, by which is meant that she
appears essentially to the male as a sexual being.
For him she is sex absolute sex, no less...., she is
the incidental, the essential as opposed to the
essential. He is the subject, he is the absolute, and
she is the other. [Qut. In French: 1986: 11]

In the domestic needs also she cannot make decisions and
choices. She cannot make choices of even cushions and
curtains and even servants. In one of the instances we see
that she had dismissed the cook twice for his drunkard and
clumsy behaviour but he reappoints him. Thus all such
minor causes lead them to be separated from each other and
their relationship ended in divorce. But such a behavior of
Som lifts him at the height of success. On the conFrary
Stmrit’s life is filled with deep distress, tears and longings.
She was tormented by Som’s behaviour of making weapons
and she foresees the horror and destruction 'caused by this
weapons. She imagines a dying woman with a shatter_eac]l
child which a symbol of destruction caused by matert
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advancement. At one of the occasions Vetter insists her for
medical check-up in Europe, she unconcernedly replies-

[ know, but if everyone rushes to Europe fq
everything, if the whole universe revolves aroupd
Europe, then how’s anything to grow in India, iy
Asia? Who is going to make it? [Greer: 1976: 42]

The other negative cause of their broken relationship was
lack of reciprocity; talk was the missing link between them,
He treats his wife as a priceless object well enough for his
personal pleasures. He treats her as to be his personal
possession. Mrs. Sahgal in her essay “Women: Person or
Possessions”’, condemns such attitudes which value women
as “property” and discourage individuality in them:

When I heard someone remark, “We never allow
our daughters to go out or I can’t do that, my
husband would not like it, it sounded a very
peculiar, alien jargon. As if, I thought, women were
properties not persons. [Sahgal: 1970: 65]

Nayantara Sahgal purposely reveals the plight of women
after divorce in the novel by medium of her character,
Simrit. After divorce woman finds herself in financial
crises. In the name of divrce settlement she is given a mean
amount i.e, so called alimony. Man improves his cast with
no burden and responsibility on him and becomes highly
successful. On the contrary woman is overburdened with

the responsibility of children and home. Merilyn French
puts forth:

After, divorce in an overwhelming number of
cases.... Men become singles and women become
single mothers. Women’s income declines by 75%
in the first year after divorce; men’s income

48
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Increases by 42%. The father is better off, the
children are often hungry. [Troffler: 1984- 67]

Woman is biologically destined to become a mother.
Woman is supposed to be complete woman when she
begets a child. Here also male child is given first preference
and thaF woman is treated affectionately and kindly and if a
girl child is born the mother has to face some bitter
treatments. In the novel Simrit brings up her children but
her son leaves her for his father’s aristocracy and his father
also forces a male child to come with him and leaves the
girls at the care of their mother. He thinks girls to be
burden and a mean of lots of expenditure for their marriage
and all. Nayantara Sahgal places Simrit in two different
roles 1.e. motherhood and her carrier. She is also clutched
in the responsibility of child rearing. Alvin Toffler
observes: ‘Parenting is a shared responsibility and shared
pleasure.” [Swami: 2009: 06] In Indian culture ‘Marriage’
is supposed to be a close and intimate relationship based on
the principles of equality and love. On the other side it is
also a bond which 1s every time misused by men. Since
childhood men are taught about their rights and women
about their duties. Sahgals women are strong and self-
respecting but they seek support of men to get out of
oppression and exploitation. They depend on a father or a
male friaend who aid them to get out of these awful
circumstances. In the novel Simrit is aided by Raj a
Christian and Ramkrishnan, an intelligent philosopher.
They show her a new direction to live a meaningful life.
Later on Raj, the Christian and Simrit, the Hindu ties the
matrimonial knot. Thus Mrs. Sahgal shares a world which
should be based on equality and sharing with harmony
between the two sexes. The virtues of the woman are
valued equally as that of a man. She advises woman to be
self- respecting.
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