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“A Review on the life of Maulana Abulkalam Azad.”

m Dr. Mohammed Quayyum M. Younus.

(Dept. of Political Science)
Milliya Art’s Science and Management Sciencecollege, Beed. (M.S.) 431122,

)

Introduction:

Maulana Abulkalam Azad was born in Mecca in 1888. In 1890 his father came to
Calcutta with the whole family. Some time back he had fallen down in Jedda and broken his shin
bone. It had been set, but not well. The old system of education for Muslims in India was that the
boys were first tought Persian and then Arabic. When they had acquired some proficiency in the
language, they were tought philosophy geometry, mathematics and Algebra in Arabic. Generally
students who followed the traditional system of education normally finished their course at the
age between taeuty and twenty five. Thus included a period when the young scholars had to teach
pupils and thus prove that he had acquired mastery over what he had learnt. He was able to
complete the course by the time at that time he was sixteen and his father got together come
fifteen students to whom he taugnt higher philosophy, mathematics and logic.

Abulkalam Azad greatly impressed by sirsyed Ahmed khan’s views on modern education. He just
realized that a man could not be truly educated in the modern world unless he studied modern
science, philosophy and literature. He decided that he must learn English. ®

Inspired by the writing of sir syed Ahmed khan, he decided to learn English. It was period of
mental crises for him as he himself described. This was a period of great mental corisis for him.
He was born into a fimily which was deeply imbued with religious tradition. All of the
conventions of traditional life were accepted without queation and the family did not like the least
deviation and from otheodox ways. He could not reconcile himself with the prevailing customs
and beliefs and his heart was full of a new sence of revolt. The idea he has acquired from his
family and early training could no longer satisfy him. He felt he must find the truth for himself.
Almost instinctively he begun to move out his family orbit and seek his own path. @

The first thing which troubled him was the exnibition of differen among the differente sects of
muslims. He could nit understand why they should be so opposed to one another when all of them
claimed to derive their inspiration from the same source. Nor could he reconcile imself with the
dogmatic assurance with which each sect branded the others as mistaken and heretical. These
differences among the orthodox schools began to raise doubts in his mind concering religion
itself. If religion expresses a universal truth,why should there be such different religions ? why
should each religion claim to be the sole repository of truth and condemn all others as false.? &
Maulana Azad thought for some time about his future programme of action. He came to
conclusion that we must buildup public opinion and for this journal was essential. He decided that
his journal should be attractive in get up and powerful in its appeal. It must be set up in type and
reproduced by the lithographic process.accordingly he established the Al Hilal was published in
june 1912.% His views were that the freedom movement against the British is the combined
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responsibity of all communities and hence it should be carried unitedly. Wi thoughts i,

iti ' i > challenges facing ¢
his mind and opendly attacked British polities while exploring }hc chdllun?jg acing commop
ad’s publications were aimed at encouraging

people Espousing the ideals of Indian nationalism Az &

young Muslims into fighting for independence and Hindu- Muslim unites.
His Revolutionary participation: ‘ K
When he first joined the revolutionariyes he found that their activities were conl.lncd toBengal
and bihar. He may add that Bihar was then a part of the province of Bengal. He pointed out tohig
friend that we must extend our activities to other part of india. At first they WCFC. reluctant and

said that the nature of their activities was secret. There were risks in cxtcnding.thc!r connections

and if branches were established in other provinces it mignt be difficult to maintain the secrecy

which was essncial for success. © Bihar was the only state in which he could move without any

hindrance. But the movement he reached Ranchi he was kept house arrest. The detention

continued till December 31, 1991. He was released on January 1, 1920. In 1921 Maulana Azad

stated a weakly named “Paigham.” But it was banned in December 1921 and he arrested his
detention till January 1, 1921. He restarted the publication of ‘Al Hilal and this weakly continued
to be published till the end of the year.

Azad further expressed his political ideas that he had turned the revolutionary activities before he
left Calcutta in 1908. When he came to Iraq. He met some Iranian revolutionaries in Egypt he
came into contact with the followers of Mustafa kamal pasha. He also met a group of young
Turks who had established a centre in cairo and were publishing a weakly from there. When he
went to Trukey he became friends with some of the leaders of the young trurk movement. He
kept up his correspondence with them for many years after his return to india. ®

The governments of Punjab, delhi, UP and bambay had already prohibited him from entering ther
provinces under the Regulations. The only place he could go to was Bihar and he went to Ranchi.
After anither six months he was interned in Ranchi and remained in detedtion till 31 December
1919. On 1 january released from internment under the king’s declaration. Gandhiji had by this
time appeared on the Indian political science.

When he was an internee at Ranchi, he came there in connection with his work among the
peasants in champaran. He expressed a wish to meet him but the Bihar government did not give
him the necessary permission. It was there fore only after his release in January 1920 that he met
him for the first time in Delhi. ® There was a proposal to send a depu
acquqint him with the feelings of Indian muslims regarding the khil

Gandhiji participated in the discussions and expressed his complete sympathy and interest in the
proposal. He declared himself ready to be associated with the Muslims on this issue. On 20
January 1920 a meeting was held in Delhi. A part from Gandhiji, Lokmanya Tilak and other
congress leaders also supported the stand of Indian Muslims on the question of the khilafat. "

It is significant that all there moves and various political activities of Azad were initiated before
the emergence of Gandhiji on the political horizon. The advent of Gandhiji into the national

b

tation to the viceroy to
afat and turky’s future.

Azad met Gandhiji on 18 January 1920 at the residence of Hakj

- m Ajmal khan in the presence of
lokmanya Tilak and Ali brother. This period marked a trans J N in the prese

ormation in Azad’s own life. Along
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with fellow khilafat leaders Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ansari, Hakim Ajmal khan And others; Azad
grew personatly close to gandhiji and his philnsnphy.””

The three men founded the Jamia Milliya in Delhi as an institution of higher educationmanaged
entirely by Indians without any British support or control. Both Azad and Ganghi shared a deep
passion for religion and Azad devolped a close friendship with him. He adopted the prophet
Muhammed'sideas by living simply rejecting material possessions and pleasures. He began to
spin his own clothes using khadi on the charkha and began frequently living and participating in
the ashrams organized by Gandhi. Becoming daply committed to non- violence himself, Azad
grew close to fellow and subhash Chandra Bose. a2)

Role of freedom fighter:

The rebellion began a sudden deeline when with rising incidences of violence, a nationalist mob
killed 22 policeman in chauri-chaura in 1922. Fearing degeneration into violence, Gandhi asked
Indians to suspend the revolt and undertook a five day fast to repent and encourage others to stop
the rebellion. Although the movement stopped all over India, several congress leaders and
activists were disillusioned withGandhi. The following year the khalifate was over drown by
Mustaafa kamal Attatruk and the Ali brothers grw distant and critical Gandhi and the
congress.Azad’s close friend chitranjan Das co famded the swaraj party breaking from
theGandhis ideals and leadership. In 1923 he became the yongst man tobe eleted congress
president. Azad led efforts to organze the flag satyagraha in Nagpur. Azad served as presidend of
the 1924 unity conference in Delhi, using his position to work to re-unife the swarajists and the
khilafat leaders under the common banner of the congress."?

The political envoirmant in India re-enorgized in 1928 with nationalist outrage against the simon
commission appointed to propose constitutional reforms. The commission included no Indian
members and did not even consult Indian leaders and experts. In response the congress and other
political parties appointed a commission underMotilal Nehru to propose constitutional reforms
from Indian openions.

In 1929 congress passed the independence resolution and gave the British Government one year’s
notice of its intention to launch a mass movement if the national demand was not fulfilled the
British refased to comply with their demand and in 1930 congress declared that the salt Laws
would be violated many people were skeptical when the salt satyagraha a began but as the
movement gathered strength both the government and the people were taken by surprise. The
government took strong action and declared the congress an unlaw ful organization it ordered the
arrest of the congress president and his working committee. They met the challenge by
allthorising each congress president to nominate the suecessor. He was elected one of the
presidents and nominated his working committee. Before he was arrested he nominated Dr.Ansari
as his suecessor. At frist he wasnot willing to join the movement but he wasable to persuade him.
In this way, they were able to baffle the government and keep the movement going.(“)

Azad has accepted the most challenging assignment of hislife when he took over the
presidentship of the Indian National Congress at its Ramgarh session in 1940. Shortly before he
presided over the Ramgarh Session. Nehru said of him ... he is not the type of man who likes
the rouph and tumble of politics. He is very sensitive and rather avoids crowds and publicity- He
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. . . f place as inke ke
lacks a certain vital energy. In a winer world he is out of place as he thinks on political

B s . Muslim divines mos .
hardly at all on social or economic lines...- In the Musl most of .lhem are afraj
arcument. His knowledge even of the scriptures and tr

oress during the most crucial phase of the
ongress committee passed the famous

line and
dof him
adili()n is
Struggle, It

QUI[ [ndia
* The movementwas ruthlessly suppresseq by t
e

because he can floor then in any
very great. ' Maulana Azad’s tenure as con
was under his presidentship that All India ¢
Resolution and gave the call of “Do or Die.’ :
British government and Maulana Azad, along with the rest of congress leaders,ws arreste and

put behind the bars. !¢
He along with his colleagues was taken to the historic fort at Ahmednagar. He wrote to his frieng
‘the ecate of Naini central jail was opened before him o let

from three. “Only nine months ealier..
e of the old Ahmednagar fort was clogeq

him out and yesterday, the 9" August 1942 the new gat

behind him."The next day he wrote. “This is the sixth experience ...the total period of the |ag
.. This ... comes to a seventh part of the

five terms.... Will total to even years and eight months.. |
fifty three years. | have so far lived.” At the end of the terms in July1945 the period of hig i
imprisonment became ten years and five months.""”

Maulana Abulkalam Azad’s an attempt of Hindu-Muslim Unity:

It is quite right that only British had sowed the another leaders struggle Maulana Abulkalam Azad
also performed the valueable mission only in the creation of Hindu-muslim ideological unity. ¥
MaulanaAbulkalam Azad always used to preach such that, Muslim should behave like their
brother with Hindu. He over more said such that Hindu participate in freedom movement by the
cause of patristism but Muslim should also participate in this movement because if is their
religious duty. His next steps always been firm like a mountation in political stroms for example
on the moment of Indian’s participation he was against it and he was understanding it loseful and
hazardous for Hindu and Muslims. But grudgingly and the problem of persisting demand by
nation’s another welknow leaders became ready on this action. At that time also there did not
affect any thing on his decision making. (19

In the beining year of 1919 there was a very properious and healthy atmosphere between Hindu
and Muslim where by Calcutta and Delhi’s uslim also allowed to entering in masjid to Hindu for
the participation in gathering. Delhi’s muslim brought to swami shradhanand for speech in Jama
masjid which against in many news papers spoke out on the instruction of Britiser’s that they
never like such ultimate integration. 20 maulana Abulkalam Azad wrote an article in the ansWef
of such objections that. * Jama-ul- Shawahid fi daqul gairul Muslim-fi—ul-masjid.” He publishf?d
such entitlewhose meaning was such that, there could not be happen in appropriate to enter Qf
hon-Muslims in masjid. First of all this article became very commendable and popular then 1t
more published in ‘Muarrif’ naming news paper on may/June 1919 then it came to notice from
different books and magazines also. 20

Hindu- Muslim communal thoughts to be destroyed and mutually between them pea
prosperity to create by such purposes one emergency converntion was organized with al o)
congress party on 29 oct. 1927 at Calcutta whose president was made to shriniwas Ayangdl
Shriniwas Ayangar presented the proposal of cow slaugntering and drums beating arouﬂq the
masjid that any Indian person should not stubborn to insist on athother religion’s devotees: Hind!
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has right of drums beating as will as Muslims to cow slaugntering  but muslim should also
attention on such circumstance that wheather it have public place or manir- masjid such kind of
activity shoud not be happened. As will as Hindu should also follow it’s limitiations that at the
moment of ‘Namaz’ and kind of obstruction should not be created around the masjids such
speeches were presented in congress convention for hindu-Muslim unity. ¢?

An Attempt for education:

He was the first to raise the issue of the national system of education which is today the bed-rock
of the National policy on Education (1986) update in 1992. The concept implies that upto a given
level, all students irrespective of caste creed. location or sex have access to education of g
compurable quality. All educational programmes he said, must be carried out in strict conformity
with secular values and constitutional frame work. He stood for a common educational structure
of 10+2+3 throughout india. **

If Maulana Azad were alive today he would have been the happiest to see the right to free
Education Bill seeks to make free and compulsory education a fundamental right. The wealth of
the nation according to maulana Azad was not in the country’s banks but in primany schools. The
Maulana was a great vatary of the concept of neignbourhood schools and the common school
system.

Among the new institutions he established were the three national Acadmics viz. the sangeet
Natak Academy (1953) sahitya academy (1954) and lalit kala Academy (1954)the indan council
for cultural Relations having been established by him earlier in 1950. The Maulana felt that the
cultural content in Indian education was very low during the British rule and needs to be
strengthened through curriculum. As chairman of the central Advisory Board of Educatio, an
apere body to recommended to the Government educational reform bot thecenter and the states
including universities, he advocated, in particular, universal primary education free and
compulsory for all chidern upto the age of 14 girls education vocational training agricultural
education and technical education. %

Addressing the conference on all India Education on January 16, 1948 Maulana Azad
Emphusized,” We must not for themoment forget it is a birth right of every individual to receive
at least the basic education without which he can not fully discharge his duties as a citizen. (Whe
established university grent commission (U.G.C) in 1956 by an act of parliament for
disbursement of grants and maintanunce of standerds in Indian universities. He firmly belived
with Nehru that if the universities discharged their functions well, all will be well with the natiqn
According to him the universities have not only academic functions, they have social
responsibilities also. ®*

His influence on national development: ; of
Maulana Azad is remembered as amongst the leading Indian nationalist of his time his ﬁrfn belie
in Hindu-Muslim unity earned him the respect of the Hindu community and he still remains oc?gﬁ
of the most important symbols of communal harmony in modern india. His \-NOI'k for edufjt;n d
and social upliffment in Indiamade him an important influence in guiding India’s .eC(_monz:J the
social development. The ministry of minority affairs of the central government of india setp
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on in 1989 on the occasion of his birth centenary (o

Maulana Azad Education Foundati s, Promae

education amongst educationally backward section of the society.
The ministry also provides the maulana Abulkalam Azad national fellowship, an Intguate fiv

vears fellowship in the from of financial assistance O students f'rom minority community li
pursue higher studies such as M.phil and ph.D.B® Numberious institutions across india haye alsg
been named in his honour some of them are Maulana Azad medical college in New Delhj. The
Maulana Azad national institution of Teehenologs in Bhopal. The maulana Azad urdu university
the Maulana Azad center for Elementary and social education (MACEC New delhi university)
and thee MaulanaAzad college in Kolkata. He is celebrated as the one of the founders apq
queutest patron of the jamia Milliya Islamia. ®"

Consequence:

During the period of Gandhiji’s fast Abulkalam Azad had felt acutely their ufter helplessness in
captivity. This came to him with added poignancy in course of the next year. For several years his
wife had been unwell. When he was in Naini Jail in 1941 her condition had become so serious
that he was released to see her.he consulted doctors and they advised a change. She went to
Ranchi and returned only in july 1942. She was then some what better but when he started for
Bombay in the first weck of August her health was again causing anxiety.

Then maulana Azad writes again that the news of my arrst and that of all my colleagues on 9
august must have come as a gereat shock to her and her health, which was already frail took a
turn for the worse.one of my greatest worries duing imprisonment was the reports of her dete
riorating health. Early in 1944.1 received news from home that she again seriouslyill.later came
more alarming news. Her physicians were worried about her and on their own initiative wrote to
the government that I should be allowed to see he once as there was little hope for her survival.
The government ignored this letter from the physicians. I also wrote to the viceory but our corres
pondence was inconclusive. One day in April Cheeta khan came in the middle of the day. This
was most unusual. He said nothing and hunded me a telegram. It was in cipher but there was an
English transcript. It was from Calcutta and said that my wife was dead. I wrote to the viceroy
that the Government of India could have easily arranzed for my transfer to Calcutta on a
temporary basis so that I could have seen my wife before she died. To this letter I recived no
reply. @

Thus abulkalam Azad has given more contribution for India but in consiauence he did not get any
valuable thing axcept the abundant pain and suffers and in the end of his life. He was bueeied in
urdu park is locted near to the Jama Masjid in delhi.
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