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/ “* Gandhi’s Views on Self-sufficient Village Economy:

~*  Gandhi holds the view of the maximization of social welfare and for this he gives prime

importance to the welfare of the individuals by reducing inequalities in income and
wealth. According to Gandhj every person should be provided with bare minimum
necessaries i.e. food, shelter, and clothing, for which Panchayat-Raj was introduced after
73" Amendment and developed concept of decentralization of power.
¢ Concentration of wealth 1o a few groups of people certainly will shatter the dream of a
society which will be socialist in nature, Gandhi is in favor of the self-sufficient village
cconomy where the villages will be the independent economic units. Self-Help-Groups
are the best example of which.
* In agriculture that techniques will be adopted, which will not deplete the soil and pollute
the environment? For this farmers should use eco-friendly production technique by
using lesser and lesser amount of fertilizers, insecticides and pesticides. To fulfill this
dream of Gandhi, today Agricultural department of India is promoting Vermicompost
Fertilizers. Also government is introducing the programme of Water-Shed in villages. In
villages like Ralegansidhi and Hivarebazar concept of water-shed has been implemented
successfully because of which they are considered as Ideal Villege.
He prefers well irrigation instead of large hydro-electric projects since this will lead to
exploitation. As regards the ownership of land holding, Gandhi is against the zamindari
system and ownership of land should g0 to the actual tillers of the soil. He also viewed
that there should be communal ownership of land for balanced cultivation and the

surplus land, if any must be distributed to the rest of the village communities. Group
farming is the best of this,

In India large-scale industries have been concentrated in a few big cities like
Mumbai, Kolkata, Ahmadabad, Jamshedpur etc. Rural areas are without big industries.
Concentration of these industries in few cities has led to a number of problems.

The major problem is the problem of overpopulation in the industrialized areas.
With this there arises pollution in the air and water. In addition,

large-scale industries
promoted monopolistic trends and unequal distribution of income.

Rural industries, on the other hand, help decentralization of economic
a large proportion of income generated in these industries gets distribute
workers and among a very large number of people. Gandhi is not in favor

industries in the sense that these industries are not related to a vast population
areas.
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Thus industrialization, according to Gandhi,

does not help the growth of the
personality; contrarily it helps only the material progress of a few. So according to Gandhi
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intensive, displaces labor and naturally augments empl
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